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     Greek Life at Montclair 
State University could be ex-
periencing changes this com-
ing fall semester with the 
potential elimination of table 
hours in the Student Center 
during new member induction 
processes.
     This topic has become con-
troversial among the Greek 
Life community because they 
want to continue table hours 
but the administration does 
not.
     Table hours are a part of 
the new member processes 
for most Greek organizations 
on campus.  Each organiza-
tion is assigned a specific spot 
in the Student Center cafete-
ria where they decorate their 
tables with items like table-
cloths and their letters. This 
is a time when the organiza-
tions sit to get to know their 
     There are certain things 
that students tend to rely on 
at Montclair State University 
as part of their attendance. 
Shuttle runs, scarce parking 
spots and late night snacking 
at the Red Hawk Diner are 
just a couple essential aspects 
of being a Red Hawk. Another 
item on that list of essentials 
is MSU’s online education 
module, Blackboard. Designed 
to help stimulate better educa-
tion, allowing students to ac-
cess their grades, homework, 
teacher and peer information 
in addition to a few other re-
sources, it is offered online to 
the entire campus community. 
     However, because it is of-
fered as a part of MSU’s learn-
ing experience, it can also be 
taken away. In the event that 
a student fails to pay their 
bill in its entirety, Blackboard 
then becomes unavailable to 
the individual. 
     On Feb. 11 Blackboard 
was shut down to any student 
who had not yet paid their 
bill in full. Prior to the shut-
down, students were informed 
about their unpaid bills via 
their Montclair e-mail, noti-
fied through their bill balance 
in their WESS account and in 
most cases, even contacted by 
phone. 
     “In the event that a student 
is unable to utilize Blackboard 
due to financial circumstanc-
es, the student’s first step is to 
contact Student Accounts, and 
ask to speak to the Financial Stomping Out Student Debt
NJUS Continued on Page 3
     The New Jersey United 
Students held their meeting 
at Montclair State University 
this past Saturday. The pur-
pose of the NJUS is to bring 
student leaders throughout 
the state together and to build 
student power. 
        The representatives of 
these schools collaborate on 
student issues and establish 
initiatives they will take in or-
der to fix student issues. The 
NJUS was founded in Febru-
ary 2011 as an organization 
that was for the students by 
the students, with Rutgers-
New Brunswick being the first 
campus to officially join.
     Currently, the active mem-
bers include Richard Stockton 
College, Rowan University, Rut-
gers-Camden, Rutgers-Newark, 
Rutgers-New Brunswick, The 
College of New Jersey, Mer-
cer County College, Morris 
County College, New Jersey 
City University, Middlesex 
County College, the New Jer-
sey Institute of Technology 
and our very own Montclair 
State University.  
     Each university is ap-
pointed delegates that at-
tend these conferences once a 
month. Montclair State Uni-
versity has three delegates: 
Aldo Guerrero, Niya Jackson 
and SGA president, George 
Juzdan. 
     The current E-board in-
volves many of our own stu-
dents, such as Lisa Grab, who 
is their Vice President, Mark 
Ludas, their Grassroots Co-
ordinator and Leah Stone, 
their Diversity Coordinator. 
Much of what was focused on 
in the meeting pertained to 
tuition hikes. NJUS works to 
increase affordable access to 
all those who look for a qual-
ity education. 
     One of the first issues that 
was brought to the council’s 
attention was the advocacy 
for the Save Our Students 
Foundation 2013. Rutgers-
New Brunswick student 
Brian Miranda proposed his 
plans to advocate for univer-
sity funding. He presented the 
board with statistics over the 
past few years showing vari-
ous funds and aids and the 
decrease of funding given to 
these aids. 
     With the Save Our Stu-
dents Foundation, Miranda 
proposed that students advo-
cate to government officials 
in order to give much of the 
funding back to universities. 
Miranda also advocated for a 
tuition freeze in order keep tu-
ition from rising. 
     Eventually, with the freeze 
and with aids slowly regaining 
funding, tuition will slowly de-
crease. The council rules that 
Miranda will be the Coordina-
tor for Save Our Students.   
     Another discussion was 
held about eliminating Sal-
lieMae for those schools that 
have it. The money SallieMae 
accumulates is extraordinary 
and is one of the major causes 
of student debt. By taking 
a percentage of the money 
Monika Bujas
opinion editor
     Montclair is facing another 
series of bias-motivated van-
dalism incidents, this time 
with a new target: the school's 
Muslim population.
     The first incident was a 
small drawing of the twin tow-
ers and planes crashing on a 
public mailing list outside the 
offices of the Muslim Student 
Association (MSA) in the Stu-
dent Center. They took down 
the mailing list, and only a few 
days later, there was another 
drawing. This time, it was on 
an MSA poster, which features 
a minaret (the slim towers 
commonly above mosques and 
Muslim places of worship) as a 
logo.
    The minaret was defaced in 
this drawing. This time, it was 
on fire, with a plane through it. 
Jasmin Mohamed, a member 
of the organization, took them 
to the police station where the 
poster and mailing list were 
entered as evidence.
     So far, no leads or arrests. If 
someone were charged, it would 
be with criminal mischief, laws 
regarding hate crimes only 
govern acts of violence. 
     “Inherently, these investi-
gations are difficult, as several 
thousand people visit these 
areas daily,” said Lt. Kieran 
Barrett from the University’s 
police department.
     This incident may seem 
like deja vu for those who re-
member the bias vandalism 
from last year. Last January, 
the LGBT community was 
the target of bias-motivated 
vandalism, another incident 
with no arrests. In commem-
oration of last year’s incident, 
the school hosts the Day of 
Unity. This year, it was the 
MSA who sent a representa-
tive to speak about targeted 
vandalism.
     Weaam Ali is the vice pres-
ident of the MSA. For her, 
prejudice is a part of daily 
existence, as a woman and 
a Muslim. Ali is covered; she 
wears a hijab, and says that 
comes with a set of social bag-
gage. Some professors walk 
on eggshells around her, or 
treat her as less capable.
     Ali attended high school 
in New Jersey on the same 
block as the hospital she was 
born in.  “I'll have professors 
say, ‘Oh, when did you come 
here?’ Why is there a bar-
rier?," she said. 
     Montclair is viewed as a 
tolerant campus, a diverse, 
safe place for social minori-
ties: “liberal,” most would 
say.   
     Weaam says that it’s a sim-
plification of Montclair’s tol-
erance, that it doesn’t extend 
to all groups. “They're un-
derstanding of non-religious 
subcultures, or minorities,” 
said Ali. “But religion? Who 
respects that anymore?”
     In the face of the vandal-
ism, Weaam and the MSA 
are unfazed. In response, the 
PELICAN POLICE REPORT
On Feb. 8: Spencer Daniele, 19, of Andover, and Dennis Spinelli, 19, of 
East Brunswick, were charged with disorderly conduct while 
in Blanton Hall. They are scheduled to appear in Little Falls 
Municipal Court. (building #48)
On Feb. 11:
On Feb. 9: Kris Basmagy, 19, of Middletown, Nicolas Zarro, 18, of Randolph, Courtney Holder, 18, of Hazlet, Nicolette Cirinelli, 18, of Cedar 
Grove, Ariana Locascio, 18, of Cedar Grove, Rachel Tullo, 19, of 
Cedar Grove and Michael Weil, 19, of  Marlton, were charged 
with underage consumption of alcohol while in Freeman Hall. 
They are scheduled to appear in Montclair Municipal Court. 
(building #15)
Allison Maiorano, 19, of Chatham, and Mark Hibbard, 19, of 
Chatham, were charged with possession of marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia while in Einstein Hall.  They are scheduled to 
appear in Little Falls Municipal Court. (building #49)
Anyone who has information regarding these incidents is 
urged to call the police station from any campus phone at 
T-I-P-S (8477). All calls are strictly confidential.
WORLD NEWS
Information from CNN and northjersey.com.
National
•On Sunday night, country singer Mindy 
McCready was found dead in her home due 
to apparent self-inflicted gunshot wounds. 
Her husband committed suicide less than a 
year ago. They leave behind two children, 
one of which is 10-months-old.
•A man was arrested and fired from his job 
after yelling a racial slur at a 19-month-old 
boy and then slapping the baby while on a 
plane en route to Atlanta. Joe Hundley told 
the woman to shut her "n-word" baby 
up, and then slapped the child when he 
didn't stop crying.
•Warren Lee Hill is scheduled for lethal 
injection for the 1990 killing of Joseph 
Handspike, another George State Prison 
inmate. The Supreme Court of Georgia 
denied a stay of execution and his 
application to appeal a decision by a superior 
court dismissing his claim that he's 
"mentally retarded."
•NASA restored communication with the 
International Space Station on Tuesday after 
connections went dark following a routine 
computer software update. Before the fix, 
the space agency said the craft was able to 
communicate only every 90 minutes when it 
passed over ground stations in Russia.
•The adoption of Russian children has been 
suspended after the death of an adopted 
3-year-old Russian boy from Texas.
On Feb. 17:
Christian Small, 18, of Neptune, and Michael Titterton, 
18, of Whippany, were charged with possession of mari-
juana and drug paraphernalia while in Lot 20A. They are 
scheduled to appear in Little Falls Municipal Court.
On Feb. 14:
Daniel Morelli, 18, of Jackson, Brian Zahlmann, 19, of 
Neptune, and Timothy Hoblitzell, 19, of Cedar Knolls 
were charged with possession of marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia while in Basilone Hall. Diana Beretin, 18, 
of Ridgefield, was charged with underage consumption of 
alcohol. They are all scheduled to appear in Little Falls 
Municipal Court. (building #62)
Raymond Guy Jr., 19, of Egg Harbor City, was arrested 
and charged with harassment under the domestic violence 
law while in Einstein Hall. He is scheduled to appear in 
Little Falls Municipal Court. (building #49)
On Feb. 19:
International
•After nearly 30 years, police officer 
Stephen Spiro, who arrested Mark David 
Chapman, the man who killed John 
Lennon, is putting up for sale the letters 
that the killer wrote to Spiro. The letters 
will be sold for $75,000. Spiro's decision 
to sell the letters comes at a time when he 
wishes to part with the letters that 
Chapman wrote him in confidence. 
•Shortly before 8 p.m. on Monday, eight 
masked men in two vehicles burst through 
the perimeter fence of Brussels Airport. 
They managed to steal over $50 million in 
rough and polished diamonds that were 
being stored on a cargo plane.
•Civilian deaths in Afghanistan dropped 
12 percent in 2012, marking the first 
decline in six years. The report by the U.N. 
Assistance Mission to Afghanistan credits 
the decline to fewer suicide bombings, a 
decline in aerial attacks and less ground 
fighting between pro-government and 
militant forces.
•Nestle is suspending deliveries of all its 
products that include beef from a German 
supplier after "traces of horse DNA" were 
found in the meat. Nestle is also 
recalling two chilled pasta products from 
store shelves in Italy and Spain. A lasagna 
product sold to a French catering 
businesses will also be recalled.
Local
•On Friday afternoon, a NJ Transit bus 
crashed into a car, causing a multi-
vehicle accident. The accident left a car 
hanging off of a bridge that train tracks 
passed through. At least three people were 
taken to the hospital, but most of the 33 
passengers on the bus were uninjured. 
•A man sitting in his car was shot multiple 
times in the torso and leg Sunday in 
Paterson when two men ran up to him. The 
two men then fled the scene on foot. The 
wounded man collapsed on the ground after 
trying to leave his car and was taken 
to the hospital.
•A former West Orange High School teacher, 
Erica DePalo, admitted to having sex with a 
15-year-old boy enrolled in an honors class 
she taught. She pleaded guilty to child 
endangerment. In return, county prosecutors 
will recommend her lifetime parole 
supervision when she is sentenced in April.
•Passaic County will introduce a $411.8 
million budget next week that would raise 
taxes nearly two percent. The spending plan, 
outlined Tuesday at a Bergen Record editorial 
board meeting with county officials, calls for 
more funding for the sheriff ’s 
department and parks.
•A grant program for businesses and 
homeowners impacted by Hurricane Sandy 
should be up and running by the end of 
March or early April.
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Women's Leadership 
Summit Inspires 
Female Professionals
Jianna Hall
Staff Writer
      On Friday, female stu-
dents and alumni were invit-
ed to attend the 2nd Annual 
Women’s Leadership Summit 
on campus. 
      The day was filled with 
opportunities for networking, 
professional development, in-
formative presentations and 
skill building.
         Topics that were dis-
cussed included: how to bal-
ance work and life, overcom-
ing the stereotypes of sales 
careers, networking skills, so-
cial media, as well as several 
other topics relevant to wom-
en today. Attendees had the 
opportunity to choose which 
breakout sessions they would 
like to sit in on. 
     Additionally, Ruma Bose, 
author of the book, “Mother 
Teresa, CEO: Unexpected 
Principles of Practical Lead-
ership,” was the keynote 
speaker of this event. Bose’s 
novel discusses how Mother 
Teresa changed the world 
and how others can follow 
those simplified steps to be a 
good leader in every aspect of 
their lives. 
     This leadership sum-
mit was sponsored by the 
New Jersey Women’s Center 
Consortium and Enterprise 
Rent-a-Car. “This Summit is 
a great opportunity for New 
Jersey students and profes-
sionals to network and learn 
lifelong skills in a very fun 
and inclusive atmosphere,” 
said Enterprise talent acqui-
sition manager Chris Fitz-
patrick. “We encourage stu-
dents throughout New Jersey 
to attend.” 
      Enterprise Rent-a-Car 
also donated a $500 schol-
arship among other raffled 
prizes to the students in at-
tendance.
     Professional headshots 
were also available all day to 
those in attendance.
Blackboard
Continued From Page 1
Ruma Bose was the keynote speaker.
Photo courtesy of montclair.edu.
Aid office immediately,” says 
Student Account representa-
tive Erin Walker.
     If a student failed to contact 
Financial Aid, or were simply 
unable to pay their tuition, on 
Feb. 15, those students were 
essentially de-registered from 
all their classes, thus unable 
to attend them. 
     At that point, students were 
required to contact Financial 
Aid in order to point out their 
financial situation to the office, 
explaining their circumstances 
as to why they hesitated to get 
in contact with the office, why 
they are unable to pay their 
bill and to discuss certain fi-
nancial plans that are avail-
able in order to once again at-
tend classes.
     As Blackboard becomes un-
available to students, it pre-
vents them from continuing 
their studies and often sets 
them back in their goal to an 
elapsed four-year graduation.   
     Without Blackboard, stu-
dents are often left out of the 
loop in terms of knowing when 
assignments are due and keep-
ing track of different announce-
ments that are sent out. 
     This becomes a key point 
in the students’ opinion of the 
Blackboard shut-off. Student 
Bill Solecki describes his own 
experience with Blackboard’s 
shut down. 
     “After MSU blocked me 
out of blackboard, I could not 
complete the only assignment 
required to pass the class,” 
Solecki explained. “It put me 
a semester behind, and now 
I’m just trying to save up some 
money just to catch up on my 
academics.”
     Although several students 
are enraged at the fact that 
they are unable to view their 
assignments, grades and an-
nouncements due to the shut-
down, they are even more 
enraged with the fact they 
are then kicked out of their 
courses. Though there seems 
to be a mutual disagreement 
with MSU’s approach to un-
paid bills, several students 
understand the importance 
and consequences of unpaid 
bills. 
     Student Ken Watson shares 
his optimistic stance towards 
the situation. “I’m just grate-
ful because they did not im-
mediately drop my classes 
without warning,” said Wat-
son. “They sent a letter and 
a phone call well before, and 
so I applaud the Financial 
Aid office for trying to get in 
contact with students before 
they completely shut down 
their Blackboard services.”
      Other students have dif-
ferent views. “I do agree that 
if you do not pay your bill, 
there should be consequenc-
es," said student Shawn Leon-
ardo. "But cutting students 
off from the service that can 
directly influence a grade, in 
turn directly affecting GPAs 
and graduation dates, is a bit 
much.” 
     There seems to be a clear 
disagreement with the Black-
board shut-off, even from 
students who understand the 
business aspect of it all. At 
the end of the day, however, 
students are expected to pay 
their bill in its entirety, and 
if unable to, the University 
then has the right to with-
hold any resources previous-
ly made available, even if it 
means affecting a student’s 
prospective career. 
     As the Blackboard shut-
down routine continues on, 
students are always encour-
aged to take advantage of the 
different financial plans that 
are offered and are urged to 
keep track of their billing 
situations.
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potential new members, and 
in return, they get to know the 
people in the organization bet-
ter. 
     Ellen Gianakis, Greek 
Council President and sister 
of Delta Xi Delta, said, “The 
decision came from the ad-
ministration and was based 
on a collection of data from the 
Step-Up program that was fa-
cilitated at Montclair with the 
Greek community.” Step-Up is 
a bystander program that stu-
dents are encouraged to use if 
they see something happen-
ing, such as hazing.
     The data referred to surveys 
given to people from the Step-
Up program said that tables 
could be considered hazing, 
which is why this topic is so 
controversial. Most organiza-
tions do not make tables man-
datory for their new members, 
but it is encouraged.
     Since the Greek commu-
nity is not happy, the Greek 
Council is taking action. “The 
Greek Council recognizes the 
need to hold all Greek organi-
zations to a high standard, and 
as such, we have formulated 
a task force,” said Gianakis. 
“The administration met with 
the SGA and Greek Council 
executive boards and recom-
mended that we work towards 
creating an action plan geared 
towards improving the intake 
processes of all Greek organi-
zations.”
     “Members of the Greek com-
munity are currently working 
with the Greek Council Exec-
utive Board to create and im-
plement an action plan,” said 
Gianakis.
     Table hours may not seem 
important to those who have 
not experienced them, but 
many Greeks have expressed 
why they think they are im-
portant to their new member 
processes.
     James Moran, member of Pi 
Kappa Alpha, said, “Tables al-
low the new members to get to 
hang out and get to know the 
Brothers or Sisters of the or-
ganization on a more personal 
basis.”
     “Brothers are always com-
ing in and out of the Student 
Center, which helps associate 
members learn core principles 
of our history and purpose and 
is a chance to find someone 
to help you with your home-
work,” said Theta Xi member 
Sean McDonald.
  When McDonald went 
through his Associate Member 
process, they did not have of-
ficial table hours and he felt it 
did have an effect. “I couldn’t 
get the full experience out 
of the process," said McDon-
ald. Seeing my third process, 
they are learning a lot more. 
We missed out on core values 
of the Associate Member pro-
cess.”
     Another issue for Greek Life 
is that there is nowhere else 
for them to meet their new 
members because they are not 
allowed to take any form of 
transportation off-campus to 
get to know the organization.
   Emily Mohr, member of 
Sigma Delta Tau, said, “Orga-
nizations from other schools 
are allowed to have houses 
on campus where they get to 
interact and learn about their 
Kelly Potts
Contributing Writer
     A business class will be de-
signing and selling Montclair 
State University School of 
Business merchandise online, 
available approximately after 
spring break. The students of 
Archana Kumar’s “E-Tailing 
and Multi-Channel Retailing 
Strategies” class will learn 
how to sell products online 
from a virtual storefront.
     The class, which was devel-
oped by Kumar, is specially de-
signed to teach students about 
the many aspects of online re-
tailing. “I wanted to develop a 
course that will offer real-life 
experiences to students,” Ku-
mar stated. 
     The class will be working 
together to achieve every part 
of this online store, includ-
ing: investing money, sourc-
ing merchandise, setting up a 
storefront for the website and 
advertising the merchandise 
to its target audience.  
     In order to get the money to 
invest in these products, stu-
dents were required to pay a 
course fee instead of purchas-
ing a textbook. This course fee 
will go towards obtaining the 
necessary funds to purchase 
merchandise.
     The class decided to focus on 
the MSU School of Business-
themed merchandise when 
they realized that it is current-
ly not being sold anywhere. 
Their products will target cur-
rent students and alumni of 
the School of Business, as well 
as family and friends. 
     The research has already 
started, and students have 
done surveys of family mem-
bers, alumni and friends in the 
School of Business to assess 
what products would sell the 
best, how everything should 
look and a price range. 
     They have chosen to focus 
on the production of t-shirts, 
coffee mugs and care pack-
ages with items inside, among 
other things. They are also re-
searching manufacturing cost 
options so they can pick the 
lowest prices while still hav-
ing quality products. 
     So far, the class has final-
ized the design of the mer-
chandise. It is currently in 
the process of ordering all of 
the merchandise and expects 
Zero to Online-Retail: 
Entrepreneur in a Semester
everything to be up and run-
ning by the middle of March. 
Its website will be advertised 
on Montclair’s School of Busi-
ness website, so that it is eas-
ily accessible to all students.
     All of the profits will be 
donated to Epsilon Delta Ep-
silon, the professional honors 
fraternity of the School of 
Business. “At the end of the 
day, we may not have made a 
profit, but the students would 
have benefited intellectually,” 
said Kumar.
     Kumar hopes that the stu-
dents of this class will fully 
understand the many quali-
ties of online stores by the 
end of the semester. They 
will learn everything from 
how to interpret the needs of 
the target market to creat-
ing products based on those 
needs. “Students will also 
understand the importance 
of online store atmospherics, 
online consumer behavior, 
branding and issues such as 
search engine optimization 
strategies and web analyt-
ics,” she says. 
     By the end of this semes-
ter, students will have faced 
a limited time and budget, 
designed products, created 
an online store and marketed 
the products to their target 
audience. Kumar says, “Stu-
dents will be able to become 
online retail entrepreneurs, 
if they choose to.”
The School of Business is located in 
Patridge Hall.
Photo courtesy of montclair.edu.
NJUS
Continued From Page 1
paid to SallieMae, students 
ultimately pay more for their 
education. Eventually, NJUS 
is hoping to eliminate Sallie 
Mae’s contract with universi-
ties. 
     One of the other major is-
sues brought to attention was 
the advocacy for the In-State-
Tuition Act and the Dream 
Act. The In-State-Tuition Act 
is being proposed to help un-
documented students who re-
sided in New Jersey to receive 
an equal education. Many of 
those who are undocumented 
residents are forced to pay 
Out-Of-State Tuition. The 
NJUS hopes to eliminate the 
extra Out-Of-State Tuition fee 
for those students. 
     Mark Ludas was the one to 
propose the week of action and 
the advocacy for this cause. 
     “Undocumented immigrants 
pay taxes, just like everyone 
else, and those taxes go to-
wards public facilities such as 
education, just like everyone 
else's. So why should universi-
ties be allowed to extract more 
money from them? In-State 
Tuition is fiscally neutral, 
nonpartisan legislation that 
will open the financial door 
for countless new students to 
enter our public higher edu-
cation system, making them 
more likely to remain in New 
Jersey, obtain better paying 
employment and create great-
er tax revenues which will 
benefit the entire state,” said 
Ludas. 
     Along with the In-State-
Tuition Act NJUS hopes to 
push the benefits stated in 
the Dream Act. The Dream 
Act will allow undocumented 
students who attend college 
to receive proper documenta-
tion. 
     NJUS has discussed a week 
of action to take place in April 
at every university represent-
ed in NJUS. There had been 
a discussion to schedule a sit-
in within the state house, but 
the decision was not finalized 
and will be discussed at next 
month’s meeting in Rowan. 
     The last big item of concern 
was the newly issued objective 
to secure funding. Many of the 
schools involved in NJUS 
are pushing to receive fund-
ing with a small tuition hike. 
An insignificant $2.50 will be 
added to every student’s tu-
ition bill automatically. Stu-
dents will be allowed to opt-
out of paying the bill. 
  President of NJUS and 
Rutgers New Brunkswick 
student Spencer Klein said, 
“Over the next year, we hope 
to secure funding from Rut-
gers and Montclair state in 
the form of a $2.50 per stu-
dent per semester fee that 
will go to New Jersey United 
Students to help us hire orga-
nizers to empower students 
throughout the state. As we 
grow stronger, we hope to run 
more ambitious campaigns.”
     As for how funding will be 
distributed there is still some 
debate. The discussion will 
continue next month, with 
either the option of SGA’s be-
ing able to sign off money for 
meeting or to have funds go 
to an account held responsi-
ble by the NJUS. 
     Klein’s main concern is 
that for the year 2013 campus 
budget’s will be more student 
friendly by implementing 
tuition caps and increasing 
funding to the Educational 
Opportunity Fund and essen-
tial programs like NJSTARS. 
John Aspray, a staff member of NJUS, was 
able to answer anyy questions students had.
The Montclarion |  Monika Bujas
Incident
Continued From Page 1
organization held an event on 
Wednesday as part of their 
new “Shared Struggles” cam-
paign. To fight further mis-
conceptions, the MSA holds 
Islamic Awareness Week every 
spring. Events include Hijaba-
thon, where anyone can come 
and try on Muslim head cover-
ings, and a sermon and open 
barbecue for campus.
     The purpose of these events 
is understanding, which may 
be the best or only line of de-
fense the Muslim community 
on campus has against preju-
dice and bias-motivated acts.
     “The more that we educate 
ourselves about other people, 
get to know them and work 
with them, the more we will 
establish a setting where this 
type of activity is unaccept-
able,” said Lt. Barrett. “We 
all must believe we have a re-
sponsibility for our safety and 
well-being here at the Univer-
sity.”
new members and have a 
safe place for them to become 
friends. We do not have that, 
so we need table hours.”
     Deshawn Norris, member 
of Sigma Pi, said, “If you take 
table away, you’re not getting 
to meet other Greeks. This is 
where everyone comes to meet 
and make friends and connec-
tions.”
Greeks enjoy tabling because it is a great 
way for them to get to know their members.
The Montclarion |  Catherine Baxter
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What’s Trending?
New York Fashion Week
Trends for Fall/Winter 2013
The Montclarion • PAGE 7themontclarion.org
 New York Fashion Week has conquered my news feed. Much to my own displeasure, I was unable to make the trip into NYC last week, 
but that doesn’t mean that I don’t pay close attention to my favorite designers.
 State schools are perhaps the worst place to find fashion inspiration. As I walk across campus, I can’t believe how many girls in sweatpants 
and Uggs pollute our walkways. First of all, I am going to begrudgingly admit that during my sophomore year of high school, I purchased a pair 
of Uggs. They were black, extremely comfortable and fit the trend. Now I’m a senior in college and every time I see those properly named boots, 
they exude pure laziness.
 On the cusp of entering the professional world, I have become a firm believer that if you don’t care what you look like, then how do you 
expect other people to respect you? Now that I got that out of the way, let’s focus on one of my favorite forms of creativity: fashion. 
 Your choices are not restricted to a certain genre or style of dress. Fashion is the perfect opportunity for you to express yourself. When I 
roll out of bed in the morning, I often narrow down the myriad of styles to simple choices, two of which are hyper-masculine or classic feminine.
 One of the benefits of being a female in the fashion world is that we can wear both dresses or button-up shirts. Males don’t have the same 
range of choices, unfortunately. Despite our progress in fashion, skirts on men are just not commonplace.
 The featured styles are just two examples of trends I saw during New York Fashion Week. The next time you walk out of your bedroom 
door, try something new. You might be pleasantly surprised
 Ralph Lauren featured hyper-
masculinity reminiscent of romanti-
cism for his Fall/Winter 2013 collection. 
Fitted black blazers paired with black 
slacks and large neck ties permeated 
his runway. He showed us that females 
can pull off men’s fashion, and they can 
do it well. 
 When I’m feeling edgy, I will 
throw on a button-up top and tuck 
it into a pair of fitted black slacks. If 
you want to spice this outfit up, add a 
brightly colored belt with the minimal-
ist shirt and pants. 
 One of my favorite pairings this 
season is a light blue button-up with a 
pair of red stretch pants. Both the shirt 
and pants, which are actually leggings 
but resemble denim, were purchased 
from Uniqlo. Uniqlo is the perfect store 
to purchase basics that apply to this 
type of style.
 Michael Kors adopted a mili-
tary print for his Fall/Winter 2013 
collection. This modern camo took a 
chance and worked nicely with shapely 
silhouettes. 
 I’m not a personal fan of camo, 
but if you are going to adorn the mili-
tary look, then don’t make it the cliché 
camo print. Try to adopt a similar but 
unique form of this technique.
 Burberry Prorsum’s Fall/Win-
ter 2013 collection kept within tradi-
tional matching. The outfits featured 
colors within the same family, burgun-
dy matched with a chocolate brown or 
tan with gradations of beige. I suggest 
this type of simple matching for those 
that don’t want to stand out for color-
clashing. Color-clashing is difficult to 
pull off well, and if you are not com-
pletely positive that the colors work 
together, then play it safe.
 The Burberry collection was the 
perfect example of femininity. Floral 
prints make me feel particularly classy 
in the spring. It may still be brisk, but 
you can still pair dresses or skirts with 
a combination of tights and over-the-
knee socks. By adding the socks, you 
are bringing texture to your legs in a 
distinctly appealing way. Ankle boots 
look surprisingly good with high socks, 
so don’t worry about footwear during 
the colder months. I purchased my 
favorite pair of socks from Forever 21 
for $7. They are just socks, so don’t 
splurge. 
 Both of these styles are the per-
fect opportunity for excessive accessories. 
When combining feminine wear with the 
masculine style, I always use large neck-
laces and plentiful rings to clash against 
the minimalism. Calvin Klein showcased 
chunky belts on his runway. 
 For those body conscience ladies, 
chunky belts are your best friend. They 
make a distinct waist, or worn lower, can 
hide any unwanted bumps.
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“Reduced-Fat” Does Not Mean “Low-Fat” 
     Reduced-fat products are not necessarily low in fat, in fact, 
they often are not. “Reduced-fat” just means that there is at 
least 25 percent less fat than the original, full-fat option. For 
example, one serving of potato chips usually contains about 10 
grams of fat, but a serving of “reduced-fat” potato chips may still 
contain 7.5 grams of fat. These same rules apply for all nutrients 
such as sugar and calories.
“Trans-Fat Free” Is Only a Matter of Rounding 
Down  
 
     When a product claims that it has zero grams 
of trans fat, it does not always mean that it is ab-
solutely free from trans fat, but only if there is less 
than 0.5 grams per serving. Trans fat is a hot topic 
with a terrible reputation, and food manufacturers 
are aware of consumers’ concern for their health. So 
to market their product to health-conscious consum-
ers, they have not necessarily taken out the trans 
fat. Instead, many companies have discretely made 
the serving size smaller or have lowered the amount of trans fat used. Check the ingredi-
ent list for “partially hydrogenated oils” to find out whether there really is trans fat hid-
ing in your food. 
“Good source of” versus “High in”
     The “Good Source of” phrase can mean that one 
serving of the food contains anywhere from 10 to 
19 percent of the daily value (daily recommenda-
tion) of that nutrient – this value is listed on the 
right side of the Nutrition Facts panel. In compari-
son, “High in” means that the product contains 20 
percent or more of the daily value. Check the Nu-
trition Facts panel to clarify the exact percentage 
of nutrients that you are getting 
compared to the daily recom-
mended amount.
Does “Natural” Mean “Organic”? 
     Unfortunately, no. “Natural” does not have any formally defined 
meaning or regulations associated with it. In order to be labeled “or-
ganic,” a product must meet a strict set of standards and be monitored 
by the USDA. Check for the “USDA Organic” stamp or claim which 
will tell you how much of the product contains organic ingredients.
Dana Baardsen
Staff WritEr
Alexis Fissinger
Staff WritEr
 Properly interpret-
ing the Nutrition Facts la-
bel on food and drink con-
tainers can be a lot more 
complicated than expected. 
A study released in October 
found that Americans are 
often tricked by the current 
system of labeling nutri-
tion information, especially 
when it comes to serving 
sizes. The serving size is the 
amount of the food product 
that is recommended to be 
consumed at one time.
 Information on the 
Nutrition Facts label — like 
calories, fat, carbohydrates 
and protein — all reflect 
one single serving, not nec-
essarily the entire package. 
Quite often, packaged foods 
that are easily consumed 
in one sitting will actually 
contain two, three or more 
servings. Why is this?
 Food companies of-
ten market their products 
in a way which meets the 
demands of the consumer, 
and currently, Americans 
want to see less calories, fat, 
carbs and sugar. By making 
The Winter Blues
 Protecting Your Skin Against the Cold
Nutrition Labeling 101
How Food Labels and Their Claims Have Fooled You
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 Whether it’s the stress from the holidays, depression from lack of sun or harsh weath-
er conditions, most of us notice our skin worsening during the winter season. Although our 
skin seems to be suffering, there are certain simple preventative methods which you should 
consider. With these foods incorporated into your diet, you will be helping not only your skin, 
but your overall health.
the serving size smaller, these 
values appear to be less. In 
reality though, Americans are 
not consuming any fewer of 
these troublesome nutrients. 
 A possible solution to 
this confusion was presented 
in a study published by the 
Academy of Nutrition and Di-
etetics. It found that Ameri-
cans tended to eat less pack-
aged food and made healthier 
choices when the Nutrition 
Facts label showed the entire 
amount of fat, calories, car-
bohydrates and sugar in the 
whole package instead of just 
a fraction of it. 
 Have you been tricked 
by the labels on your packaged 
foods? Be sure to check the 
number of servings per con-
tainer, package or box. This 
is displayed in the very top 
section of the Nutrition Facts 
panel.
 Another confusing 
point when it comes to food la-
bels has to do with the terms 
used. Outsmart your labels by 
following these simple decod-
ing tips.
 Believe it or not, antioxi-
dants actually play a huge role in 
protecting the skin, hair and nails. 
Foods high in antioxidants help 
our skin glow and also slow down 
the appearance of aging. 
 This is mainly due to anti-
oxidants’ ability to neutralize free 
radicals, which are compounds det-
rimental to our body’s cells. If you 
are consuming a balanced amount 
of fruits, vegetables and whole 
grains, then you should be receiv-
ing a sufficient amount of antioxi-
dants. Some superfoods high in an-
tioxidants include tea, coffee, kale, 
spinach and blueberries.
Photo courtesy of healthlob.com
 Aside from eat-
ing a balanced diet, you 
should stay hydrated 
throughout the day. This 
helps to remove unwant-
ed toxins from the body 
while helping clear skin 
and preventing dryness. 
Keeping hydrated can 
sometimes be enough to 
stop any common win-
ter skin conditions like 
itchy, red, cracking or 
flaky skin.
Photo courtesy of blogspot.com
 Dry skin, along 
with brittle hair and 
nails, are all common 
symptoms in the winter 
season. If you are still 
noticing these symptoms 
and you know that you 
are staying hydrated, try 
to moderately incorpo-
rate omega-3 fatty acids 
into your diet. Omega-3 
fatty acids can be found 
in salmon, tuna, flaxseed 
and walnuts.
Photo Courtesy of emaxhealth.com
 Increasing your 
intake of the B-vitamin 
biotin can be of extreme 
value to somebody fight-
ing the above symptoms. 
The best way to intake 
this vitamin is by using 
a multivitamin or biotin 
supplement. Higher lev-
els of biotin can be found 
in egg yolks, milk, nuts 
and cereals.
 Another B-vita-
min, niacin, increases 
the production of collagen 
and is said to reduce dark 
spots on the skin. Niacin 
can be taken in supple-
ment form or found in 
lean meats, dairy, cere-
als and nuts.
Photo courtesy of coachpcares.info
 Vitamin C is important 
to have in your diet, especially 
in the winter season. Aside from 
aiding the immune system, Vi-
tamin C keeps the skin looking 
bright, as acetic acid works won-
ders for the skin. 
 Vitamin C is also essen-
tial for the production of collagen 
and elastin, which helps prevent 
the appearance of aging and in-
creases the overall health of our 
skin. Not only is Vitamin C pre-
ventative toward disease, but it 
can also reverse damage done 
to your skin. Vitamin C can be 
found in citrus fruits and dark, 
leafy greens.
Photo courtesy of leanitup.com
P
h
ot
o 
C
ou
rt
es
y 
of
 f
oo
du
ca
te
.c
om
P
h
oto C
ou
rtesy of fritolay.com
P
h
ot
o 
C
ou
rt
es
y 
of
 b
et
w
ee
n
th
eb
u
n
s.
co
m
P
h
oto C
ou
rtesy of low
fatlow
salt.com
She Said
Adriana Szaboova
Contributing WritEr
Blogging From Abroad
Exploring the United Kingdom
Feature The Montclarion • February 21, 2013 • PAGE 9themontclarion.org
 Life in the United 
Kingdom could not be more 
adventurous for an exchange 
student. Between classes and 
trips with both classmates and 
locals, there is never a dull mo-
ment.
 As an option, each in-
ternational exchange student 
is offered a course module, or 
course, called the Colloquium 
on British Culture. This class 
offers weekly trips to various 
locations across Northumber-
land with a professor possess-
ing extensive knowledge of 
several exciting places. This 
class was definitely worth the 
extra fee.
 Last week, we ven-
tured into the historical town 
of Durham, England. There 
we explored Durham Cathe-
dral, which could be argued 
to be the most magnificent 
cathedral in Europe. With its 
amazing architecture and up-
to-date design, during the pe-
riod it was built, of course, it 
was the cause for many iconic 
architectural ideas such as the 
pointed arch.
 Unfortunately, we 
were not allowed to take pho-
tos inside the actual cathedral 
due to the members wanting it 
to stay a place of worship and 
keep it peaceful. However, if 
one would want to take a look 
inside one of the rooms, feel 
free to watch the first Harry 
Potter movie, The Sorcerer’s 
Stone. Yes, that’s right, Dur-
ham Cathedral was featured 
in the motion picture as a 
setting for the outside of the 
classrooms as well as Profes-
sor McGonagall’s room. You 
can see the inventive pointed 
arches all along the walls be-
hind her desk.
 On our way home, we 
stopped by the Angel of the 
North. This monument was 
designed by an artist to repre-
sent industry in the Northum-
berland region. It is built on 
top of an old coal mine shaft 
that goes deep into the hill 
it stands on. The statue was 
purposely made to rust after 
time. 
 The statue’s wingspan 
is the size of an airplane. It is 
rumored that you must kiss 
the feet for luck. Of course, we 
all kissed it. 
 Finally, to top off our 
amazing week, we headed 
to Edinburgh, Scotland on 
a school run program called 
One Planet. One Planet has 
bimonthly trips all across 
the UK. This particular one 
was headed to Scotland. Af-
ter what we thought was six 
hours, in reality only two and 
a half, we made it to Edin-
burgh. After being greeted by 
the most amazing countryside 
and fantastic views, we finally 
saw the metropolitan city. The 
architecture was a flawless 
blend of modern with the most 
charming antique and historic 
charm.  
 We ventured up to 
the infamous Castle Rock. All 
those gory stories you hear 
about the most bloody battles 
was at Castle Rock. The castle 
was absolutely amazing in de-
sign and history. What made 
this memorable was running 
into a William Wallace imper-
sonator. He ended up being a 
simple secondary school, or 
high school, teacher trying to 
raise awareness for children’s 
leukemia. We all wished our 
high school history teachers 
were as cool as he was.
 No matter where we 
venture to, you can’t help but 
feel history in your surround-
ings. No matter where you 
look, there’s a famous person 
buried here or some crazy sto-
ry there. It really makes you 
step back in time and realize 
how much went on before we 
were anywhere on the map. 
 The next adventure 
will be in the Czech Republic 
for a week to explore Prague. 
Stay tuned as Red Hawks ex-
plore mainland Europe.
The Weekly DebaTe
email your Campus ConCerns To msufeaTure@gmail.Com
What’s the best way 
to tell your significant other to change their style?
he Said
She Said
Culture Class in Durham
Angel of the North
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 To tell her to change 
her style is to tell someone to 
change who she is as a per-
son. Style is not merely the 
clothes on your back, it is how 
you present yourself in the 
clothes you wear. If you need 
to tell her to change her style, 
you don’t only have to sit down 
and reevaluate her sense of 
fashion; you have to reevalu-
ate yourself.
 Before you even begin 
to ask her to change, you need 
to ask yourself what exactly 
about it bothers you and why 
does it bother you enough to 
bring it up. Even if you don’t 
necessarily agree with it, you 
shouldn’t begin a relationship 
with a person unless you un-
derstand and appreciate their 
style.
 I, for one, have very 
few cares when it comes to 
what my girlfriend wears. I 
have always been attracted 
to “jeans and t-shirt” girls, so 
anything casual is fine by me. 
Only if we were going some-
where high-end for a special 
occasion would I expect them 
to dress proper and distin-
guished.
 The thing about style 
is that, not only is it situ-
ational, it is very personal. If 
you are in a relationship with 
somebody, you are expected 
to care about what is on the 
inside. If your relationship is 
strong enough, bringing it up 
casually shouldn’t be a prob-
lem. 
 She should trust you 
and know that you wouldn’t 
say something if it didn’t real-
ly bother you. Both parties are 
at fault if this question insults 
somebody. 
 If you manage to insult 
her by bringing this up, three 
things have happened. Either 
you said it to harshly, she is 
easily offended or a combina-
tion of the two.
 When bringing up your 
concerns with one’s style, you 
must tread lightly. As I said 
before, to question one’s style 
is to question their personal-
ity. You must also ask yourself 
why it bothers you.
 Are you embar-
rassed by her? Do you ex-
pect more from her? If you 
are going to jump into this 
high-risk, zero-reward 
situation, you need an es-
cape plan. You need plans 
A-Z for every question she 
asks you.
 Long story short, 
be happy with yourself 
and your girlfriend. If it 
bothers you that much, 
you’re doing something 
wrong. She should look 
beautiful in anything she 
wears and, if she doesn’t, 
you’re in a relationship 
with the wrong person.
 As girls, the easiest 
thing a guy can do to offend us 
is make a negative comment 
about our wardrobe, even if 
it’s to save us from embarrass-
ment. The same rule applies in 
our world of double standards, 
though chances are your guy 
isn’t going to storm back to his 
room crying as they find a new 
outfit.  
 Look at the occasion 
you’re involved in and what 
he’s dressed like. If he’s wear-
ing a plain t-shirt to sit in class 
for hours, making some sort 
of comment about him taking 
the lazy way out isn’t the best 
idea. But if that’s what he’s 
chosen to wear that same out-
fit to dinner with your parents, 
you have every right to make a 
comment.  Let him know that 
your old-fashion and overly 
protective father may or may 
not harshly judge him for com-
ing to dinner so lax. Impress-
ing the parents is a crucial 
stepping stone and he’ll thank 
you for escaping a near-death 
experience. 
 Remember your signif-
icant other’s likes and dislikes 
aren’t always going to mirror 
yours. Take into consideration 
his personality. While my boy-
friend’s personality lends it-
self to the James Dean leather 
and boots, I know that some of 
my friend’s boyfriends could 
never carry the look. Remem-
ber that if you love to stare at 
Ryan Gosling in a beanie, your 
boyfriend may not be able to 
pull it off. Compromise and 
find middle ground between 
what you like and what he can 
comfortably wear.  
 If it’s his entire ward-
robe that needs redoing, being 
cute and going through it is a 
creative way to get rid of the 
things you absolutely hate. 
 You could also try 
making a deal to have a shop-
ping trip that doesn’t end in 
him carrying bags of Victoria 
Secret lingerie and instead re-
volves just around him. A little 
role reversal could be the key 
to raising his confidence in his 
look and also be a good bond-
ing experience for you both. 
 If all indirect 
methods fail, be straight 
with him. Gently tell him 
that you actually prefer 
what he’s comfortable in, 
whether it be more laid 
back or professional, in-
stead of trying to compete 
with everyone else. 
 Sometimes it’s a 
simple matter of letting 
him know that you’re dat-
ing him for him, the guy in 
the hoodies and date-night 
plaid shirts, not the Calvin 
Klein model he’s convinced 
you’ll like better. 
 
FeaturePAGE 10  • February 21, 2013 • The Montclarion themontclarion.org
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALL NOW!!!    
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The University Senate 
 
Campus Tobacco Policy Task Force 
??
 
Invites the Campus Community to Attend a 
?
?
? 
 
On  
 
 
  
?
?
*****COME SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE AND IDEAS***** 
Comments can be sent to tobaccopolicy@mail.montclair.edu. 
?
?
?
Wednesday, February 27, 2013 
 11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
Student Center – Room 419 
For information contact:  Deborah Ragin or Marie Cascarano 
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HOROSCOPES
By Madame Carley
Aries March 21 - April 19
It’s time to look at the writing on the wall and let go of 
those plans, feelings or even relationships that are near 
their end. Try looking at this stage as an opportunity to 
relax and go with the flow.
Taurus April 20 - May 20
This is a very flexible week for you. You have the op-
tion to have fun or perhaps do some charity or volun-
teer work. Be careful though because your ability to 
put others first could be taken advantage of by others. 
Stay focused to avoid misunderstandings.
Gemini May 21 - June 20
You may feel at odds with your colleagues or bosses 
this week and this could have you feeling irritated or 
perhaps unacknowledged. There is, however, still a 
chance for your ideas to become inspired. Try to stay 
ahead of the game.
Cancer June 21 - July 22
This week, you are feeling an urge to broaden your op-
tions and open your eyes to new perspectives. Before 
you make any changes though, you may want to take 
a second look and decide whether or not this is really 
for you.
Leo July 23 - August 22
Even though your romance life looks to be prosperous 
this week, do not be hasty and rush into anything just 
yet. Think about your admirer and what his/her true 
motives may be.
Virgo August 23 - September 22
Although relationships seem very important, avoid 
making any promises that you know you can’t keep. 
Your words could be misinterpreted by others, so it is 
possible to let someone down without even realizing 
it.
Libra September 23 - October 22
As cliché as it may sound, pay attention to your 
health! Keep your eyes peeled for any current or im-
pending medical conditions that you have. This will 
not only keep you feeling energized, but also fit and 
revitalized.  
Scorpio October 23 - November 21
Your persona seems to be booming with both 
creativity and romance. Though you normally tend to 
be reserved, you have a great potential for finding love 
or getting started on some new projects this week.
Sagittarius November 22 - December 21
A sense of nostalgia and homesickness is haunting you 
this week. If this is having you feeling sad, you may 
find relief in some DIY projects. They will keep your 
mind occupied and have you feeling accomplished as 
well.
Capricorn December 22 - January 19
Your relationships and friendships with others are 
currently on your mind. You may use this moment to 
look back on the good and bad times you’ve had with 
them, and perhaps weed-out some of the relations you 
feel are already near their end.
Aquarius January 20 - February 18
Though your romance and social life are active this 
week, you work life seems to be rather slow. You may 
be experiencing delays in achieving goals, so reflect on 
whether you are truly happy with your current situation.
Pisces February 19 - March 20
You have an overwhelming sense of creativity this 
week, and others are taking notice to it. This is a good 
chance to plan your goals ahead of time before this 
restless energy you have steers you off track.
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Equals total government connecting.
PLUS
A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.
USA.gov is your official source for federal, state and local government 
information. You’ll find answers to questions on everything from Social Security 
and government auctions to product recalls and travel advisories. And it’s also 
the place to share ideas with your government, or simply let us know what 
you think. To make your total government connection, visit USA.gov.
05/26/10  18:17
Executive CD:
Creative Director:
Art Director:
Writer:
Account Executive:
Production Supervisor:
Coordinator: Ext.
File Name:
Market:
Run/Disk Date:
Color/Space:
Live:
Trim:
Bleed:
Notes:
Bill to:
REQ
CE:
Production Artist:
Task:
Spell checked 
0012_4C_Full
2010 Print Ads
05-25-10
4C/Magazine
7 9.75
S. Platto
A. Kause
R. Minton
K. Black
K. Warmack
T. Logar 6303
Page 1 of 1
10FZM0012
101852
1/0
BK
PU AD’s layout
10FZM0012_Print Ads
7.0 in.
9.
75
 in
.
Wanted:  29 serious 
people to work from 
home using a computer. 
Up to $1500 - $5K PT/FT 
www.ValleyIncomeOn-
line.com
HAVE FRENCH WILL 
TRAVEL:  Experienced 
tutor will prepare you for 
any exam, presentation or 
first-time travel to France. 
Learn just what you need 
to know. $40/hr. regina-
vandyke@hotmail.com or 
862-596-7978.
HOMEWORK-HELPER 
Wanted for 10 year-old, 
Monday 4:15-6:15pm in 
Montclair - $15.00 per 
hour.  Call Mary Kate 973-
865-8769
Before school care 
and driver needed for 
12 and 14 year old in 
our Cedar Grove home 
(close to campus) from 
7A-8A Monday to Thursday.  
References, background 
clearances and car 
required for transporta-
tion to school. 610-993-
8796 or ncarrelli@
carebridge.com
Needed ASAP: P/T 
caring babysitter for 
2-yr-old daughter. 3 
days/week, schedule 
flexible. Needed for 
morning routine and 
daycare drop-off, noon 
pick-up, afternoons. 
Must drive/have car, pri-
or childcare experience, 
references. Extremely 
discounted apartment 
available for right per-
son. Contact Logan 707-
797-7773 for interview.
Prime Great Notch Build-
ing Lot near MSU. Asking 
$325K Create your Dream 
Home for Approx. $110 per 
square foot. Century 21 
Cedarcrest 973-228-1050 
Ask for Lisa or Dennis.
Save $$$ - Female Stu-
dents or Grads: Summer, 
Fall 2013 room rentals 
May-August or school 
year.  Furnished, Across 
from Campus.  Internet In-
cluded.  Singles or Shared. 
973-778-1504
For Sale Child Care Help Wanted
Rental
Classifieds The Montclarion • February 21, 2013 • PAGE 13themontclarion.org
Email 
montclarionadsales@gmail.com
for more information and details
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Greek Life in Ruins
Vicky Leta | The Montclarion
T 
The Week In Review 
Thumbs Up
MSU Women’s Basketball
Crumb Cake
Dogs Wear Fashion
Thumbs Down
The Grammy Awards
The Russian meteor
Bias Incident
he Greek Organiza-
tions are either the heroes 
or the scorn of the students. 
Although some of the big-
gest organizations on campus 
have accumulated hundreds 
of members, they still only ca-
ter to those few hundred or so 
people who are interested in 
joining. 
      Most students of Montclair 
State University honestly 
don’t care about Greek Life 
or what happens to it. It’s the 
truth, why should we advocate 
for something that pertains to 
a small amount of students.   
      Frankly, there are some 
people who don’t agree with the 
Greek way of life. Greek Life 
is constantly lashed for hazing 
and being utterly destructive 
with its customs and supposed 
partying. The way they crowd 
the Student Center makes 
them seem like a boisterous 
group that should not even 
be considered as an option on 
campus. Truly in essence the 
entire Greek Life community 
is looked at as “party animals”, 
instead of just being a normal 
social club, like most other 
groups under the SGA. 
       It’s this constant social 
stigma that has led to the de-
cision to end tabling for Greek 
Organizations. The admin-
istration views tabling as a 
form of hazing, or students be-
ing forced to spend their time 
at these tables for countless 
hours. 
    Every club asks for you to 
contribute time to come to 
meetings and participate in 
events and activities without 
so much negative connotation 
behind their actions. No ad-
ministrator ever complained 
about The Montclarion staff 
devoting hour-upon-hour 
working on these newspa-
pers or complained that oth-
er clubs within the Student 
Center have open office hours 
throughout the day. 
      It isn’t forced labor by our 
peers. We all have decided to 
dedicate time to our respective 
organizations. Yet with Greek 
Organizations, they constant-
ly need some sort of risk man-
agement to the point they need 
to be mindful of what they say. 
They are not allowed to have 
pledges in their car. 
        Many of the other organiza-
tions aren’t tied down to those 
same standards, and imagine 
if they were. Many Class I Or-
ganizations on campus would 
be stripped of their rooms and 
would have no place to social-
ize. 
    The members of Greek 
Life cannot take their pledg-
es somewhere off campus to 
meet and they aren’t allowed 
to have houses to themselves 
like most college campuses, 
so where are they expected to 
hang out? 
     If the scorn on this cam-
pus could manifest itself, it 
would probably manifest into 
the chains of oppression. It 
is understandable that the 
campus wants to look out for 
its students, but who is to say 
that other organizations on 
this campus don’t subject their 
members the same way. There 
is a strong implication that all 
other clubs do not “haze” their 
members. Greek Life may not 
be perfect, but there are many 
benefits of going Greek.  
    For example, many orga-
nizations promote friendship 
and brother or sisterhood. If 
you look at any campus calen-
dar, you will notice that most 
of the scheduled activities are 
run by a Greek Organization. 
Much of the Greek Organiza-
tions are also umbrellas to a 
countrywide organization. 
      Also, with one of the biggest 
memberships in comparison to 
the other organizations under 
the SGA, the Greeks probably 
do the most charity work and 
have sufficient man power to do 
so. Once tabling is taken away, 
the membership for these so-
rorities and fraternities will 
drastically decrease. Regard-
less of what many might think 
of the Greek Organizations, 
they deserve equal represen-
tation by the administration.
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ouTube has given col-
lege students hours of valu-
able procrastination time 
from assignments and real-
life issues. We can fondly 
remember soon-to-be-viral 
videos that we would tell our 
friends about and act as if we 
had found it ourself. 
    However, not everything 
that comes from the "In-
ternetz" is soft and cuddly. 
The new viral craze infect-
ing YouTube, Facebook and 
Xanga (Wait–does anybody 
use Xanga anymore?) is the 
nonsensical Harlem shake.
      It's as if a group of people 
thought it was a good idea to 
spastically sieze in front of 
a camera to a hip-hop song 
that starts with a sample 
of a woman declaring "con 
los terroristas." I'm not one 
to judge if someone wants to 
try to grab a piece of Internet 
fame, but please, let's have a 
higher standard. 
    There have been multiple 
"versions." Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! did one and so did every 
college within the 50 states. If 
you actually look at each vid-
eo, you'll realize that no one 
is actually doing the proper 
"Harlem shake." I guess that's 
what gets us so angry about 
this thing.
      At the core, a viral video is 
an aspect of culture that is di-
luted and condensed into a vid-
eo shorter than most peoples at-
tention spans. Then, as soon as 
the video becomes viral, people 
come out of the woodwork who 
claim that they knew about it 
before everybody else. The ones 
who take pride in rummaging 
through YouTube to lay claim 
to exclusivity to something that 
never even mattered.
      Once you have the "pioneer-
ing" group spreading this video, 
it becomes mainstream. At that 
point, there is no true culture 
or anything unique about it be-
cause the spin-offs and copies 
start to flood the Internet. 
   The stillbirthed video finally 
finds itself into mainstream me-
dia where it becomes the sub-
ject of your mother's e-mails. 
Thanks, Mom, but no thanks.
      We’re not denying the fact 
that some things are destined to 
become viral because of their en-
tertainment value, but we just 
Y feel as if people should react a little differently. You're not go-ing to be famous for being the 
ten thousandth person to post 
a video of you and your friends 
flailing around, no matter what 
edition it is. 
        Instead, try to be that person 
who makes the viral video. Let's 
think about it, most of them are 
stupid, so you can't go wrong. (I 
mean you can, but let’s not get 
too involved with that.) 
    Until then, just sit back as 
everybody else makes a fool of 
themselves. 
      It's a lot more entertaining 
to know the guy who made a fool 
of himself instead of being that 
person.
Shake It Off! 
All pictures courtesy of 
Menswear Dog blog  
Shuttles for Education
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danielle pollaro
columnist
Monika Bujas, a Communication major, is in her 
first year as opinions editor for The Montclarion.
monika bujas
opinions edtor
Danielle Pollaro,  an English major, is in her first 
year as a columnist for The Montclarion.
I
Sign our Souls to 
Sodexo
Opinion themontclarion.org
THE MONTCLARION MAILBAG
Dear Montclarion Editors and Readers,
      Students for a Democratic Society fully condemns the recent hate speech that targeted the Muslim community at Montclair State University. This despicable act is 
only a symptom of a larger problem in Western countries in general, and the United States in particular–Islamophobia. 
      Islamophobia is not the result of a clash of religious differences; rather, it is a political tool used to justify war and imperialism in the Middle East, similar to the rac-
ism and anti-communism used in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. Islamophobia is a modern manifestation of  the “Orientalist” field of study that was created during the 
colonialist times. These studies depicted Arabic people in a racist fashion, exoticizing their traditions and culture as inferior to Western culture. Once Arabic countries 
became economically significant in the 1970s, because of their oil and other natural resources, Orientalist and anti-Islam propaganda was spread once more, this time in 
an even more diluted and biased fashion. This propaganda created a fearful social climate that was accepting of the installation of puppet dictators, the Israeli occupation 
of Palestine, the U.S. funded war between Iran and Iraq, the Gulf War, the more recent wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, and Syria, the sanctions in Iran, and the drone 
strikes in Pakistan. 
It is therefore necessary to combat Islamophobia and its racist implications by arming ourselves with intellect.
MSU Students–Onward and Upward!
Sincerely,
Students for a Democratic Society
n the fall of 
The Montclarion Mailbag Policy
All letters must be typed via e-mail and be submitted to The Montclarion by Monday at 9 p.m. Once received, letters or comments are the property The Montclarion and Montelican Publishing, 
Inc. and may be edited for length, content, profanity and libel. No submissions will be printed unless they include the author’s name, year and major for students, the author’s name and title for 
non-students or a username for online comments. Only one letter or comment by an author will be printed each month. Letters and comments must pertain to issues addressed by Montclarion 
articles that occured in the previous print issue.. Letters or comments that advertise for a business or website will not be printed. Letters must be submitted through e-mail as Microsoft Word 
documents to msuopinion@gmail.com.
2012, I took 
CURR 210: 
Public Pur-
poses of Edu-
cation, in or-
der to apply 
to the Teach-
er Education 
P r o g r a m . 
However, I 
was confused as to how I was supposed 
to get to and from Newark. When I found 
out that it was the student’s responsibili-
ty to find a ride, I was shocked. I thought 
this was a requirement. Shouldn’t the 
school be providing our rides there?
     As a third generation Red Hawk, I 
came to Montclair State for one reason: 
to be a teacher. Montclair State is known 
for having an amazing Teacher Educa-
tion Program. I wanted to be a teacher 
all my life. Following in my father’s foot-
steps was important to me. It was even 
better that I was going to achieve this by 
attending his alma mater.
    I could not wait to attend my first 
education classes. To have those EDFD 
courses on my schedule made me feel 
like I was accomplishing my goal. I had 
a plan to graduate in four years with a 
teaching certificate in secondary educa-
tion for English and Spanish.
     However, when I walked into my 
CURR 210 class and read the syllabus, I 
knew I was going to change my mind.
    The required field experience at Sci-
ence Park High School in Newark tested 
my drive to become the amazing teacher 
I always dreamt I would be. For a total of 
30 hours of field experience, I took four 
trips to Newark. 
     It is absurd that a required class for 
the education program requires that the 
students find their own rides to their 
field experiences.
     Most college students have loans 
to pay and are working on a minimum 
wage salary. Science Park is 11.58 miles 
away from campus. For one trip, that’s 
23 miles.
     My car gets roughly 20 miles per gal-
lon.  On a full tank of gas, I get 260 
miles. I took four trips to Science Park, 
or 92 miles driven. That is a total of 
$17.25.
     That might not seem a lot, but at the 
same time, it is costing the students 
money.
        However, for two students in my 
class, their cars were towed and im-
pounded. Towing fees can cost around 
$250, plus impound fees, plus the cost 
of the actual ticket. Now this class is 
costing the student more than just the 
cost of gas.
     Another issue with this course is 
that if a student does not have a car on 
campus, they have to struggle to find 
a ride. The usual teacher’s response to 
this is “e-mail your classmates.” How-
ever, as a student, we all know that it 
is rare that someone actually answers 
those mass class emails. It is also not 
a guarantee that someone will or can 
get a ride. 
       My roommate does not have a car 
and her family lives two hours away. 
How would she get to Newark? A taxi?
      This is a required part of a class, 
therefore the Teacher Education Pro-
gram should be responsible for trans-
porting the students back and forth. It 
is costing the students too much and is 
unfair of the program to demand this 
from their students who are not even 
accepted into the program yet. 
        A student could go through this 
whole process and be denied. If this 
university is not willing to transport 
these students, then they should at 
least refund their money.
  We are already spending 
thousands of dollars on our tuition, fees 
or housing.  We should not have to pay 
extra out of our pocket for a required 
course.   
           Transportation should be provid-
ed for these students.  If the university 
can afford to send a shuttle to the Clif-
ton Commons, then they could afford to 
send a shuttle to Newark as part of the 
student’s education.
onestly,H
I’m not sure if 
I should be cel-
ebrating or cry-
ing in a corner 
now that Mont-
clair State 
University has 
signed another 
contract with 
Sodexo. It’s 
safe to say that 
Sodexo accu-
mulates a lot of scorn throughout the 
University, so why resign a contract 
with them?  
      I believe that’s the question on all 
of our minds. Last week at the Board 
of Trustees meeting, it was discussed 
that Sodexo will be signed for another 
year. 
      A few students had been there to 
protest, but were ignored by the board 
and it was decided the contract with 
Sodexo would be signed. 
      It’s debatable as to which is an even 
bigger injustice: the mere fact that the 
board didn’t acknowledge the student 
protesters or the fact that there was 
hardly any student input.
        I had no idea about the renewal 
until the day of the board meeting. I 
attended the meeting as a student and 
was a little alarmed by the behavior 
and disrespect for student opinions, 
but this article isn’t about the meet-
ing, it’s about Sodexo. 
      People complain about our food 
provider on a daily basis and to sign 
them for another year is disappoint-
ing to say the least. I’m not going to 
sit here typing the many things wrong 
with Sodexo.
        In basic terms, they are the Wal-
mart of college food providers. They 
are a huge monopoly and are probably 
the least expensive food provider uni-
versities can make contracts with, but 
maybe we should be thankful. 
       The contract will only be for an-
other year, which means that the board 
is looking for a new provider. 
     So do we grit our teeth with one more 
year of Sodexo, which appears to be the 
only logical choice?
        We should realize that we are the 
students.  We are the foundation to this 
school. A university would be nothing 
without its students, and as the largest 
represented populace in this campus, 
we have the power to sway the board.
       The contract might be final for now, 
but we don’t need to remain a Sodexo-
supporting school for years to come. We 
have a year until a new contract must 
be formed, so why not find other op-
tions? We can take matters into our own 
hands.
       We have a powerful voice as stu-
dents. For example, someone told me 
that they have seen Sodexo employ-
ees reading our paper and next thing I 
know, butternut squash pasta bowls are 
back on the menu in Freeman. 
         They have probably read the article 
that was written about the decrease in 
vegetarian options.  We can discredit 
Sodexo as much as we want, but some-
times they do pay attention to critiques 
given to them.
        The board might have been swayed 
into signing a contract, but our fate 
isn’t sealed by a mere signature. If we 
are forced to eat Sodexo slop for another 
year, we can at least voice our opinions 
and demands for changes with the way 
Sodexo runs its business on our cam-
pus. 
      We can moan and mutter within our 
group of friends, but in the end, actions 
speak louder than words. The only way 
we can strip Sodexo for the better is by 
voicing our complaints publically. 
         It is clear that the board will not re-
gard a small assembly of students, but 
in masses, we can change what we can 
consume. 
Concerning Editorials and Columns
Main editorials appear on the first page of the Opinion section. They are unsigned articles that represent the opinion of 
the editorial board on a particular issue. Columns are written by individuals and do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of The Montclarion staff.
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Question Of 
The Week
Does the 
presence of 
hazing make a 
difference to you?
Theresa 
Helena 
Jordan
Freshman
 
“I don’t af-
filiate with 
fraternities or sororities because I’m not 
interested in them, but in general I think 
sororities and fraternities have good in-
tentions, but in reality, it’s very social and 
cliquey and the hazing can become out of 
control.  For example, it can result in alco-
hol poisoning, death, harm, peer pressure 
and psychological damage, so in general, 
I do not believe that hazing should be re-
quired in fraternities and sororities.”
Dana 
Baardsen
Senior
“I’m not 
personally 
involved in 
Greek Life, but from what I’ve heard, every 
Greek organization does hazing.  I don’t 
know if that’s true or not, but when it’s 
used as a form of intimidation, I don’t think 
that’s good.  I’ve heard of some pretty crazy 
stories that are really innappropriate.  It’s 
not ethical, and I don’t know why people 
would want to be part of an organization 
that has to do certain things, so I’m really 
not for hazing.”
Tim 
McCrary
Senior
“I feel that as 
long as you 
don’t cross 
certain boundaries as far as touching, as 
far as going too far, hitting, beating, as 
long as you don’t cross these boundaries, I 
think it’s all fun.  I think it’s good.  There’s 
nothing wrong with it, but the moment you 
begin to cross those boundaries, and you 
begin to hurt people, offend people, then it 
can be kind of confusing.  It can get kind 
of tricky.  As long as you stay within those 
boundaries, I don’t think there’s anything 
wrong with it.”
“Y
W
Putin On A Macho Man Facade
Children Left To Spoil
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What happened to common courtesy 
 Russia losing faith in their seemingly Superman
ho’s the 
guy that can 
douse wild-
fires with 
helicopters, 
tranquillize 
wild tigers, 
kick ass in 
Judo and still 
be home in 
time to play 
piano and 
sing at char-
ity fundraisers? It’s none other than 
Russia’s seemingly superhuman presi-
dent, Vladimir Putin.
      A former KGB officer, Putin was 
first elected President in 2000 and was 
widely seen as a modernizer who could 
restore Russia after the chaos and eco-
nomic troubles that followed the disso-
lution of the Soviet Union in 1991. It’s 
true, from 2000 to 2008, Russia saw im-
mense economic growth, although this 
was largely due to rising oil prices.
        The economic growth of the 2000s 
was accompanied by Putin’s increasing 
authoritarianism and suppression of his 
opponents through a clampdown on the 
Russian media. In 2008, Putin stepped 
down as President and appointed Dmi-
tri Medvedev as his successor, while he 
remained politically dominant as Prime 
Minister. After serving as Prime Minis-
ter, Putin ran for the Presidency again 
in 2012 and won a questionable elector-
al victory.
      Putin has forged a public image of 
the ultimate macho man. His public ex-
ploits include flying fighter jets, practic-
ing and writing books on Judo and, my 
personal favorite, fishing bare-chested 
in the Khemchik River wearing cam-
ouflage pants with a huge knife at his 
side. 
      Although these escapades are usu-
ally staged for the media, they have con-
tributed to Putin’s carefully maintained 
image of a tough and robust president.
      As a result of this carefully orches-
trated publicity, Putin has become some-
thing of a rock star in Russia. 
      He’s even found his way onto Rus-
sian pop charts and into the fantasies of 
millions of Russian women.
     A hit song called “One Like Pu-
tin” and its video clearly demonstrate 
Putin’s dominance in Russian pop 
culture. The song is written from the 
perspective of a girl having boy trou-
bles and longing for a man like Putin 
who, according to the lyrics, “is full 
of strength,” “won’t be a drunk” and 
“won’t run away.” 
     The song’s video shows two beauti-
ful girls singing on television while a 
Putin look-alike watches in approval. 
The song has become an anthem for 
pro-Putin rallies and a karaoke fa-
vorite for Moscow’s nightclubs. This 
is just one example of the strategies 
Putin has employed to capture the 
support of the post-Soviet generations 
that are now coming of age. 
     These young people have never 
lived under communism and Putin’s 
Russia is basically all they’ve known. 
So what better way to indoctrinate 
them than with a catchy, modern-
sounding tune?
       To help make sense of this auto-
crat-rock star phenomenon, I talked 
to MSU’s very own professor of Rus-
sian history, Dr. Peter Pastor.  Pastor 
acknowledged that there is a youth 
movement in Russia today that rein-
forces Putin’s rock star image to build 
support for his policies. 
      He likened Putin’s macho man 
image to the public images of past dic-
tators such as Benito Mussolini and 
Mao Tse-Tung, who were often photo-
graphed and filmed doing all types of 
manly activities. 
      Dr. Pastor also compared Putin’s 
dominance of pop culture to that of 
Adolf Hitler’s in Nazi Germany where 
Hitler was known as “the beautiful 
Adolf” and women swooned over him.
   Recently, some Russians have 
turned against their publicly macho 
President. 
     The anti-Putin election protests in 
Moscow were the largest Russia has 
seen since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, when  protesters clashed with 
police. 
       When the punk rock band Pussy
Riot was arrested and sentenced to 
two years in prison for “hooliganism” 
after performing an anti-Putin song at 
the Cathedral of Christ the Savior in 
Moscow, the incident sparked world-
wide criticism of Putin’s government.
      Pastor mentioned that many of 
the people who now oppose Putin were 
once his supporters. At the beginning 
of his presidency, they hoped that 
Putin would initiate reforms, bring-
ing Russia into the 21st century with 
modern government institutions and 
a restoration after the troubles of the 
1990s. 
    These reform-minded Russians
 have been sorely disappointed, as Pu-
tin has shown few interests other than 
maintaining his manly persona and 
power while government corruption 
continues to run rampant. Although 
Moscow has grown into a modern and 
wealthy city under Putin, the rest of 
the country is still lagging behind. 
    Professor Pastor pointed out 
that Russia still does not even have a 
modern highway with multiple lanes 
in each direction.
      “Putin is depending more and more 
on ingrained cultural traditions in 
Russia to stay in power.” Pastor said. 
      This is evident in the recent trend 
of anti-Western sentiment that has ap-
peared in Russian state media as well 
as in Putin’s rapprochement with the 
Russian Orthodox Church. Dr. Pastor 
said that anti-Westernism, or playing 
on Russia’s traditional suspicion of the 
West, is a tendency of Russian leaders 
going back to the days of the Tsars.   
     “[Putin] is very pragmatic in that 
sense. He and his people are willing 
to do whatever to keep him in power.” 
Pastor said.
       Although the protests have calmed 
for now, the rest of Putin’s reign is un-
likely to remain tranquil. 
      Putin’s over-the-top manly antics 
may continue and his supporters will 
still be singing “One Like Putin,” but 
the opposition has made it clear that 
they are fed up. I wouldn’t count on 
them quietly puttin’ up with Putin for 
much longer.
o u ’ r e 
Joseph Remmert, a history major, is in his first year 
as a columnist or The Montclarion.
tiffany saez
assistant produc-
tion editor
not the boss 
of me! I hate 
you!” ex-
claimed the 
little boy to 
his moth-
er. I just 
watched as 
the mother 
attempted 
to cover her 
face, clench-
ing onto the 
child’s hand 
while they made their hasty exit out 
of the JCPenney. 
      I stood there appalled, because I 
knew if I were that age and if I had 
done that, my father wouldn’t have 
tolerated it, though maybe because of 
his foreign mentality, since he wasn’t 
brought up with American customs. 
      America, the country where every-
thing is bigger, but not so much better. 
We have some of the biggest compa-
nies and people, and now it appears 
as if our children have the biggest at-
titudes and lowest values. 
    Things have drastically changed, 
perhaps for the worse, as I constantly 
see kids as young as kindergarteners 
with the things that you would nev-
er imagine. What are these things? 
Pretty much anything they want. The 
other day, I saw a little girl, perhaps 
a fifth grader, on her iPhone while 
donning a Juicy Couture tracksuit. 
     These suits sell for almost $200, 
and the fact that I see a grade-school-
er wearing it is ridiculous. Not only 
that, but you should see how this 
young girl was speaking on the phone. 
I remember her blatantly shouting,
    “Where are you? You’re supposed 
to pick me up from school!” I cannot 
help but observe these juveniles with 
an overwhelming feeling of disgust as 
they deliberately troll around others 
with their smartphones, tablets and 
those $300 Beats headphones that I 
always see everyone wearing. I didn’t 
get a smartphone until my first year 
of college, and that was only because 
it was a “buy one, get one free” deal 
(I got the free one in case you’re won-
dering).
      Still, the more I see children act 
this way, the more I feel obliged and 
proud of what my parents did for me. 
I’m glad they did not spoil me; oth-
erwise, I would be too dependent on 
others and expect everything to be 
handed to me on a silver platter.
      I usually didn’t complain when I 
didn’t get what I wanted. There were 
rare occasions when I would cry be-
cause I did not have a cell phone or 
the nice clothes like my classmates. 
Thinking back, I realized that I never 
needed a lot of these things. Even 
now, I realized they aren’t essential 
in life. 
        Although it may sound like I am 
ranting or presenting some kind of 
sob story, you must admit that today’s 
children do share a similar problem. 
       They assume just because their 
friends have this new gaming console 
or this new cellphone, they have to 
have it as well.
       Rather than focusing on the 
things they need, kids are focusing on 
the things they want. Most children 
need a reality check that the world 
does not revolve around them. 
      In addition, they need to start 
thanking their parents for all that 
they have done, for providing them 
with the little things in life instead of 
the big, flashy material ones.
        Materialism nowadays is unbe-
lievable and it will continue to persist 
as long as these spoiled kids believe 
that it’s okay to throw a tantrum to 
get what you want, consequently 
starting a new cycle and the dawn of 
a new era of the kids in America.
Tiffany Saez, a Broadcasting major, is in her 
first year as assistant production editor for The 
Montclarion.
Amarilis 
Padilla
Senior
“I do have a 
lot of friends 
who are in fraternities and sororities, and 
they feel that they’re okay with the haz-
ing because they think that their pledg-
ing process gives them a reason why they 
deserve the letters.  But, sometimes I don’t 
see how all that’s building their character 
because they bring you down.  They make 
you feel bad about yourself.  They say all 
these things and they’ll hurt you even to 
the point that you lose all this weight for 
the cause to just be a part of something 
and I don’t know how that benefits them.  I 
wouldn’t want to do it because I don’t see 
the benefit of what I’m going to get out of 
it.”
Joshua 
Causing
Junior
“I’ve seen it 
happen, both 
on this campus and at Rutgers because 
my sister goes there.  Because the thing 
is, why would a friend do that to you? You 
literally purchase your way in there, just 
to make that connection, and I’m an af-
firmative action student, and so that’s just 
a waste of my time.  The thing is if I really 
wanted to make friends who were from my 
same demographic, I go to the LGBT cen-
ter.  I’m homosexual and I was homeless, 
and there are other ways to have friends, 
and you don’t need to buy them.”
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Weekly New Artist Spotlight
     The alter-ego of Portuguese 
record producer and musician 
Armando Teixeira, Balla is an 
artist that fuses hip hop, elec-
tronica, fury and pop to define 
his style.   
     Through his music, Balla 
emphasizes personal freedoms 
and how important it is to pre-
serve one's identity despite 
what society preaches.
     He is well-respected for his 
revolutionary sound in Por-
tuguese music. Tracks such 
as “Quebro,”  “Tempestade,” 
“Montra” and “Tudo” will make 
you understand the praise he's 
been given.
     On the Optimus 2000: 
we'vebeenwatchingyou col-
lection, Balla made his first 
appearance with his track 
"Amago,” earning this project 
a place in the music world and 
in the hearts of thousands. 
Later that same year, his first 
album with original songs 
was released, creating a rave 
amongst Portuguese  music 
critics.
     Balla's music was described 
to be filled with hip-hop and 
distinct pop sounds connected 
to dance rhythms, crossing the 
boundaries of accessible Por-
tuguese music. 
     An attempt to recreate the 
style and musical feel of the 
1960s and 1970s through his 
own interpretation of those 
eras greatly influenced his 
first album as well.
     In 2003, Balla released his 
second full-length album Le 
Jeu, revealing to the public his 
more humorous side. A review 
described his album as having 
the expected base of pop with 
a twist of eroticism.  
     Just when most felt that 
this man was bringing to the 
table top complex beats, it got 
even better.
     This second album is based 
on erotic film soundtracks from 
the 1960s to the 1980s, with 
lyrics that talk about every-
thing and absolutely nothing. 
Balla has considered himself 
a daydreamer, as he feels ev-
eryone is and can be free to do 
so without societal judgement 
through his music.
     As success came pouring in, 
Balla released yet another al-
bum in 2006 entitled A Grande 
Mentira (The Big Lie). This 
album was composed, mixed, 
produced and recorded by the 
artist himself.
      In 2008, he produced Resu-
mo, a compilation, Equilibrio 
in 2010 and Canções in 2012.
     Balla tours live regularly 
and makes room for television 
appearances, particularly at 
prestigious Portuguese music 
festivals, including Festival 
Serra da Estrela in 2007 and 
headlining on “Palco Planeta 
Sudoeste” at Festival Sudoeste 
in 2007.
Zero Recognition
Bigelow’s film leaves something to be desired
        Zero Dark Thirty is a worth-
less piece of junk. It reduces 
all Arabs to two forms of the 
same subjugated stereotype: 
either terrorist or collabora-
tor. Jessica Chastain acts like 
she’s talking to a cat or some 
other entity that she thinks is 
incapable of judgment. 
     The filmmakers would prob-
ably counter that her charac-
ter is supposed to be “no-non-
sense, emotionally detached 
in service to her country,” but 
you know something? I don’t 
go to the movies to watch man-
nequins. I go to watch human 
beings. I think that’s a pretty 
reasonable request.
     The Arab who gets tortured 
in the first scene is just light-
skinned enough to make the 
whole scene not look exactly 
like two white people torturing 
a brown person, which could 
come off as racist, keeping in 
mind America’s old history 
of enslaving, torturing, and 
killing non-white people. In a 
moment of totally shameless 
American exceptionalism (not 
to mention sloppy writing), 
Chastain talks about how she 
was “spared” after a suicide 
bombing basically so she could 
finish the job of taking out bin 
Laden, as though some sort of 
fate or divine destiny is leading 
her effort and not monomonia-
cal ambition or bloodlust, or 
whatever it is. The CIA leader 
(her boss) says ,“I don’t give a 
(expletive) about bin Laden,” 
and that the specific terror 
cells should be focused on, to 
which Chastain (in her only 
scene of what appears to be 
consensual acting) replies that 
bin Laden is responsible for 
all acts of terrorism and that if 
we kill him, the terrorism will 
cease, with which we are pro-
vided no evidence at all.
     When Chastain states with 
“100 percent” certainty that 
bin Laden is in Abottabad, 
she seems to convince people 
with her confidence alone, not 
with any actual incontrovert-
ible evidence. Is that the femi-
nine mystique working? Are 
women not as burdened with 
the burden of proof as men are 
because they happen to be at-
tractive and redheaded? 
     Where is her superior abil-
ity? Where is her high place on 
the knowledge hierarchy? Di-
rector Kathryn Bigelow does 
women a disservice with this 
one.
      In one scene, Chastain ap-
pears to be narrating to the 
audience in crass vernacular, 
then turns out she’s writing 
ane-mail. With scenes like 
this, Bigelow’s desire to mix 
common accessibility with se-
rious Sorkin-esque technical 
dialogue collapses into a sag-
ging, poor effort.
     Part of why the dialogue 
suffers is that it’s all a means 
to an end: the climactic kill-
ing of the man most hated by 
Americans since Hitler. In an 
early scene, she describes anti-
American forces as “radicals, 
not interested in money,” just 
so the audience understands 
that having passion and righ-
teous indignation and not do-
ing things for money makes 
you a “radical.” It’s amazing 
that Bigelow would choose to 
make such an anti-establish-
ment point in a big Hollywood 
movie.
     Seeing as the CIA was ob-
viously okay with torture, and 
yet Bigelow wanted to screw 
around with the facts for 
more “drama” (since it’s “only 
a movie”), why not have her 
main character say “Stop tor-
turing him” in the first scene, 
so that not only do we like her 
as a character, but also Big-
elow can directly challenge 
any pro-torture narrative and 
expose torture as not only in-
effective, but highly immoral 
and unacceptable, but no. She 
reflects status quo pro-torture 
opinions for greater “drama” 
and to give us Americans the 
emotional charge of seeing 
lily-white people beating up
helpless Arabs. Is it dramatic 
to her to torture her audience 
with these plastic, emotionless 
characters? 
         The lack of recognizable 
actors in the movie was prob-
ably to save money, since ev-
eryone who comes to see Zero 
Dark Thirty is only waiting for 
that climactic scene with Bin 
Laden anyway and doesn’t 
care who’s on the screen or 
what they’re saying all that 
much anyway. Everything 
that happens is foreplay to ob-
taining the emotional release 
of watching huge muscular
guys storming a compound 
and killing a terrorist.
     The final scene, of when 
Chastain is crying while sit-
ting in a helicopter, mixes stu-
pid dialogue with the image of 
the poor sad white lady crying, 
now that her life’s work has
been accomplished at the 
young age of 22 or whatever.    
     In reality, this shot is in-
tended to make white Ameri-
cans look compassionate.
     Save your time, save your 
money, save your mind and 
just do some internet research 
about torture to get the real 
truth and the real drama and 
the real characters, everything 
Bigelow could’ve included if 
she really wanted to make an 
actual movie.
Nicole Duque
Staff Writer 
      Fate has been alongside 
Balla from the beginning of 
his career and continues to be 
so, as he spends his days figur-
ing out the next big thing for a 
future album. 
      Thanks to social media net-
works such as Youtube and Fa-
cebook, people from all around 
the world have discovered and 
fallen in love with Balla de-
spite the language barrier.     
     These international fans, as 
well as local, anticipate his
next project.
(Photo courtesy of heavymosh.com )
Mark Ludas
Staff Writer
(Photo courtesy of sf.funcheap.com )The hunt for Osama Bin Laden  flops on screen. 
A musical visionary -- Balla. 
Songs by Balla
Quebro
 
Montra
Tudo
O Fim 
Da 
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Story of Angels 
D.T. Max Visits Cohen
Justin Timberlake, back  N’Sync
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 “In dark times, the 
definition of good art would 
seem to be art that locates and 
applies CPR to those elements 
of what’s human and magical 
that still live and glow despite 
the times’ darkness.”      
     This is what the late writer 
David Foster Wallace told in 
an interview for the “Review of 
Contemporary Fiction.” These 
words resonate throughout his 
writings, and with the help of 
writer D.T. Max, are framed 
around Wallace’s tragic but in-
credible life and experiences. 
     On Feb 12, D.T. Max visited 
the Cohen Lounge in Dick-
son Hall to discuss his latest 
work, Every Love Story is Also 
a Ghost Story: A Life of David 
Foster Wallace.
 D.T. Max, a staff 
writer for The New Yorker 
became intrigued in the life 
and writings of David Foster 
Wallace while researching for 
an article which he published 
shortly after Wallace’s suicide 
in 2008. The article received a 
remarkably positive response, 
and from then on, what began 
as an initial interest in one of 
his contemporaries became, 
for Max, an incredibly per-
sonal project. “It became big-
ger than the story of a writer,” 
said Max. 
 Every Love Story is Also 
a Ghost Story illustrates the 
biting, unapologetically realis-
tic style of writing which made 
Wallace one of the era’s lead-
ing literary figures. “He was 
a literary Kurt Cobain,” Max 
explained, “and possessed an 
outsized passion for the print-
ed word at a time of inauthen-
ticity within society.” Infinite 
Jest, which is Wallace’s most 
well-known piece,  is a  one 
thousand-plus page novel that 
touches on tennis, substance 
addiction recovery programs, 
depression, child abuse, fam-
ily relationships, advertising, 
Kelly McGeary
Staff Writer
popular entertainment, film 
theory and other topics in an 
extremely complex illustration 
of the perils of consumerism. 
 But the most intrigu-
ing part of Max’s biography is 
the way in which he combines 
Wallace’s intense literary 
ideas with heart-breaking and 
intimate captions of his tragic 
personal life. Wallace, suf-
fered from crippling anxiety 
and depression. In his biog-
raphy, Max discovers a quote 
in which Wallace says, “One 
hideous symptom of severe 
depression is that it is impos-
sible both to do anything and 
to do nothing.”  
 Max recalls in his 
lecture the years he spent re-
searching Wallace’s personal 
life: from interviews with fam-
ily members to reviews of his 
early work, including his ele-
mentary and high school writ-
ings. 
          His intense research 
allows for a very personal ex-
perience in his biography, and 
solidifies the image of Wallace 
not just as a literary genius, 
but as a young man who grew 
up in Illinois and who loved 
Ghostbusters.
 
    In his visit to MSU and in 
his new biography, he portrays 
Wallace as a very real and tor-
mented individual. 
  
(Photo courtesy of rollingstone.com)
(Photo courtesy of capitalnewyork.com)
     Since the release of Justin 
Timberlake’s Future Sex/Love 
Sounds album almost a decade 
ago, fans have been anxiously 
waiting to hear more of his 
sound. Timberlake recently 
gave them what they’ve been 
waiting for: a new song.
     Last month, Timberlake 
released a one minute video 
“teaser,” if you will, on You-
Tube, titled “I’m Ready,” in 
which he explained that al-
though people think he is done 
creating music, he simply does 
not like to release anything 
that he isn’t going to be proud 
of. 
     The video concludes with a 
shot of Mr. Timberlake enter-
ing a recording booth and say-
ing, “I’m ready.” 
     Just a day or two after the 
release of that video, the first 
single off the highly antici-
pated new album, The 20/20 
Experience, was announced 
and became an instant sensa-
tion. “Suit & Tie,” as the song 
is titled, features rapper Jay-Z 
and sounds like a combination 
of modern jazz, hip-hop and 
pop all rolled into one perfect-
ly cohesive hit record. 
     The rest of the album in-
cludes 10 tracks and will be 
available on iTunes and stores 
everywhere on March 19.
     This is only Timberlake’s 
third solo album release but 
ironically, people are already 
calling this his “comeback al-
bum.” If anyone could come 
back in a big way after seven 
years, it’s Justin Timberlake. 
     Soon after the release of 
“Suit & Tie,” he created a lyr-
ic video to accompany it and 
shortly thereafter he did some 
live performances. 
     Some of those performances 
included a Super Bowl party 
right before the big game and 
the 2013 Grammy Awards, 
where he debuted a few tracks 
off the new album, including 
“Pusher Love Girl” and “That 
Girl.” 
     After years of focusing on 
his blossoming acting career, 
taking roles in movie hits like 
Friends with Benefits, The So-
cial Network and In Time, it 
almost felt strange to see him 
perform again. But J.T. hasn’t 
missed a beat. With each per-
formance and falsetto radi-
ating at near perfection, you 
almost wonder if time away 
from the studio has had any 
effect on this man’s musical 
genius. There is no doubt that 
the music world will be abuzz 
with Timberlake’s success in 
the weeks to come. 
     As a newly married man, 
a successful actor and a great 
musician, Justin Timberlake 
is definitely on top of the world 
right now. Personally, I’m just 
glad to finally be hearing about 
this Justin and not that other 
one.
Bringing Sexy Back
Justin Timberlake’s Musical Resurrection
(Photo courtesy of idolator.com.)
Stephanie Agudelo
Asst. News Editor
Acclaimed Author  D.T Max
Every Love Story: Visualized
5/5 Stars
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     The hit NBC show kicked 
off its second season on Tues-
day, Feb. 5 with a two-hour
premiere, which featured a 
special guest appearance from 
Academy Award, Golden Globe 
and Grammy Award winner 
Jennifer Hudson.              
     The show features talented
singers and actresses who 
dream of making it big on 
Broadway.
      When I first heard of Smash, 
I thought it was a Glee knock-
off type of show, so I never
bothered to watch it. Once I 
started seeing promos for sea-
son two, I decided to officially 
check the show out, and I must 
admit, the show is “smash-
ing.”
     Katharine McPhee stars as 
Karen Cartwright, a newcom-
er who moved to New York in 
pursuit of a Broadway career.  
   The season one finale fea-
tures McPhee’s character 
landing the lead role of Mari-
lyn Monroe in the show’s mu-
sical, “Bombshell,” which has 
its opening debut in Boston
     Having received rave re-
views for her performance, 
the second season begins with 
Karen destined for Broadway 
superstardom as “Bombshell” 
is in the works of finally mak-
ing it to Broadway. However, 
things take a turn for the worst 
when the musical’s producer, 
Eileen Rand, finds herself in 
financial trouble with the law 
“Smash”ing NBC
Season Two Premiere Brings Stars Galore
(Photo courtesy of nbc.com.)
Regan Brown
Staff Writer
due to her funding methods 
for the musical, which results 
in the production of “Bomb-
shell” being frozen for the 
production. Now it’s up to Ei-
leen, Tom Levitt (Bombshell’s 
composer/co-writer) and Julia 
Houston (Bombshell’s lyricist/
co-writer) to try and figure out 
a way to save the musical from 
going under.
     With “Bombshell” on hold, 
the cast and crew must now 
try to find other jobs, which 
proves to be more difficult for 
some. The musical’s director, 
Derek Wills, gets slammed 
with a sexual harassment 
charge by a former “Bomb-
shell” cast member, which
leads to more actresses accus-
ing him of the same thing. 
     Then you’ve got Ivy Lynn, 
who has pretty much lost her 
way to the point where she 
contemplates giving up on 
making it on Broadway all to-
gether, not to mention her fall-
out with Karen because she 
was the reason Karen and her 
fiancé ended their relationship 
in season one. However, help-
ful advice from Derek keeps 
Ivy’s spirits alive. 
     Karen meets Tony Award-
winning Broadway actress Ve-
ronica Moore, played by Jenni-
fer Hudson, who offers Karen 
some useful advice. 
         Karen discovers two young 
bartenders, Jeremy and Kyle, 
who are writing their own mu-
sical. She takes an interest in 
trying to help them get their 
musical on its feet, but Jeremy 
is not so big on getting help 
from people.
     The end of the season pre-
miere shows that there is 
still hope for “Bombshell” to 
make it to Broadway after all. 
Smash has definitely started 
its second season off running 
and I can only imagine what’s 
in store. You can catch Smash 
on Tuesdays at 10 p.m. on 
NBC.
Mathew J. VanDenHeuvel
Staff Writer
     Robin Miriam Carlsson, 
better known in the U.S. as 
Robyn, has come a long way 
since her 1997 hit, "Do You 
Know.” Since then, she's been 
supporting huge acts like 
Coldplay, Madonna and Katy 
Perry on their world tours.  
     She made history a few 
years back when she released 
three separate albums in one 
year, all going to number one 
on the charts. Those albums 
also snagged her numerous 
Grammy nominations and one 
win. 
     Right before she released 
those albums, she split with 
her long-time record label and 
went on to form her own label 
called Konichiwa Records. 
     Since her new found fame, 
she's been all over the Euro-
pean media and fashion blogs 
with her "hit or miss" outfits. 
She caught a lot of attention 
when she rocked a mullet skirt 
and platform work boots at the 
2012 Grammy's. Her only re-
sponse was, "I'm short and re-
fuse to wear heels. Leave me 
alone." 
     Robyn also takes pride in 
admitting that her closet is the 
perfect mix of designer pieces 
and random Goodwill finds, 
claiming she has no problem 
mixing the two at her plea-
sure. For now, the pop star 
splits her time working on her 
new album and being a UNI-
CEF ambassador. Look for her 
new album this summer. 
Calvin Klein mullet skirt and platform 
work boots.
(Photo courtesy of rollingstone.com.)
The Rise of the Platforms
WTF is Robyn Wearing? 
(Photo courtesy of amazon.com.)
Stars align for a SMASH hit!
High fashion in a higher 
sole. 
     In the new age of the digital 
community there is something 
comforting about viral videos 
and their ability to blend the 
internet and personal commu-
nities. 
    Whether it is city dancing or 
a cute cat, it becomes a shared 
experience through millions of 
people. To call “Girl Walk // All 
Day” a viral video would seem 
like a disservice, but it is that, 
as well as a music video, as 
well as a feature length film.
    This word of mouth fea-
ture length music video to the 
Girl Talk album “All Day”, 
has been ranked in critics, 
such as Matt Singer and Da-
vid Ehrilich’s best of the year 
lists. The viewer may go into 
the film with skepticism on 
how such a small film could 
have such high praise but as 
director Jacob Krupnick’s film 
moves from chapter to chapter 
the energy and charm seize 
the viewer.
    We are introduced in the be-
ginning of the film, to an out 
of sync character named “The 
Girl” (Anne Marsen) in a black 
and white ballot class. With 
the switch to color, the album 
begins as we hear a mix of two 
familiar artists, Ludacris and 
Black Sabbath.    
     As the first chapter plays 
out we are introduced to the 
characters of The Creep (John 
Doyle) and The Gentleman 
(Dai Omiya) which sets up a 
conventional hero-villain love 
story. There is a moment later 
on, where Marsen and Omiya 
meet and we expect for Krup-
nick to continue with the famil-
iar story he has set up, instead 
Marsen dances away and we 
dive into the much more in-
teresting story about comfort. 
“Girl Walk // All Day” begins 
to discuss the comfort we have 
in music, in personal relation-
ships and in the public space.
     The film is located in the 
city streets of New York where 
there are more on-looking pe-
destrians than there are actors. 
“The Girl” isn’t fulfilled unless 
the comfort zone of these Man-
hattanites is breached, as we 
see when her dancing seems to 
be mocking pedestrians.  
     The girl tries to break the 
comfort zones to the people 
the same way the music does 
to the audience. As we listen 
to familiar classic rock and in-
die music choruses and hooks 
we hear the popular rap music 
that we know. As soon as you 
find familiarity with the song 
it quickly blends into another 
sample of a song, not allowing 
one single rhythm through-
out.
       Marsen doesn’t get joy out 
of dancing with “The Gentle-
man” because it’s comfortable 
and familiar instead she wants 
to be bonded with the entire 
city, something men and wom-
en on their journey to their 
daily activities don’t want to 
be a part of. We see this when 
two men ask the subtitled dia-
logue to “The Girl”, “Why do 
you dance?”, she responds “Be-
cause I am happy”. The men 
assure her that “She should 
always be happy” but happi-
ness is something we don’t as-
sociate with the city streets. 
Marsen projects this eternal 
happiness to the on lookers, 
wanting to share it, the same 
projecting Krupnick accom-
plishes with his camera work 
to the digital audience.
     There are flaws in the story 
but where Krupnick excels 
is with the tone and camera 
work. The entire film could be 
summed up in one particular 
scene on a subway where we 
only view certain parts of the 
car at a time during one long 
continuous shot. 
      As “The Girl” inspires many 
to dance there is a line in the 
middle of the cart where the 
dancing stops and cell phone 
photographers begin. This bar-
rier of the watchers and the 
participators is the gap “The 
Girl” wants to close. Krupnick 
and Marsen close this gap on 
the viewer with their pure en-
ergy creating one of the most 
pleasant and joyful new digi-
tal films to watch.
   
Daniel Sorbera
Staff Writer
The Viral Video 
You Need To Watch
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS
I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE
AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®
Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to improve the education, income, and health of our 
communities. To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.  
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Swim Teams Rewrite Record Books
Mike Panepinto
Staff Writer
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 Over this past Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday the 
MSU mens and womens swim-
ming teams competed at the 
Metropolitan Championships 
in New Brunswick.  While 
there, both the Red Hawks 
and Lady Red Hawks finished 
in sixth place out of 19 teams. 
 The two teams com-
bined to break 13 previous 
Montclair State swimming re-
cords.  Senior Zak Westerberg 
also added one more accom-
plishment on Friday for the 
men’s squad.
 On the first day of the 
Metropolitan Championships, 
Westerberg finished in third 
place with a time of 20.73 in 
the 50m freestyle, which was 
enough to qualify for the NCAA 
“B” cut and break his own re-
cord in the 50m freestyle.  
 The finish times swim-
mers post can either place 
them in the “A” or “B” group. 
Athletes placed in the “A” cat-
egory automatically advance 
to the NCAA Division III 
Swimming and Diving Cham-
pionships.
 Swimmers who fall 
into the “B” group will go to the 
NCAA Division III Swimming 
and Diving Championships 
only if there aren’t enough 
swimmers who earned a spot 
in the “A” cut. 
  The MSU mens other 
record-breaking performance 
came in the 200m freestyle re-
lay, where the team of Wester-
berg, senior Thomas Long, ju-
nior Michael Smith and junior 
Joseph Berry swam a time of 
1:25.13 to break the old Red 
Hawks record of 1:25.17, which 
was coincidentally broken at 
the same meet two years ago.  
 Westerberg entered 
Saturday with just as much 
drive as he had the first day. 
He started his great day by 
breaking his own record in the 
100m butterfly by posting a 
50.95 and finishing fifth over-
all in the event.  
 Before that, the 200m 
medley relay team broke the 
old record of 1:37.33 that was 
set in 2011. The team of West-
erberg, Long, Berry and fresh-
man David DuBois finished 
with a time of 1:37.26 to place 
fifth in the relay.  
 In the 800m freestyle, 
Westerberg, Long, Berry and 
Smith smashed their old re-
cord by almost five seconds 
and crossed the finish line 
with a time of 6:58.69.  Their 
time was good enough for third 
place.  
 Westerberg came back 
on Sunday looking for the tri-
fecta in singles events, and he 
got it.  In the 100m freestyle, 
Westerberg posted a time of 
46.61, which was two seconds 
better than his previous re-
cord.
 In the event, West-
erberg ended up in eleventh. 
In the 400m freestyle relay, 
the men’s team created a 
new record when the team of 
Westerberg, Long, Berry and 
Smith combined for a time of 
3:09.51, breaking the old mark 
of 3:09.91.
 The Lady Red Hawks 
also had a very impressive 
showing at the Metropolitan 
Championships, breaking 
some records along the way as 
well.
 On Friday, senior Ash-
ley Vallone, senior Jacky Moe, 
sophomore Jessica Joseph 
and freshman Julie Hansen 
eclipsed a 28-year-old record 
at MSU in the women’s 200m 
freestyle relay by posting a 
time of 1:39.76 to place fifth in 
the event.  
 Later that night in the 
400m medley relay, Vallone, 
Hansen, junior Kelsie Dona-
hue and sophomore Christine 
Werner clinched a time of 
4:02.66 to crack the old record 
that was set two years ago and 
to come in fifth place.  
 Freshman Sydney 
Stein also had a day to remem-
ber, as she claimed Donahue’s 
old record in the 500m free-
style by swimming a time of 
5:21.29 to finish seventeenth 
overall in the race.  
 On Saturday, Hansen 
came back hungry for another 
record and broke it in stun-
ning fashion.  Hansen became 
the first ever Lady Red Hawk 
to swim the 100m butterfly in 
under a minute, by finishing 
with a time of 58.80 and plac-
ing seventh in the event.  
 On Sunday, Han-
sen and freshman Katherine 
LaCava shocked everybody 
by posting NCAA “B” cuts in 
the 200m butterfly.  LaCava 
came in third overall with a 
time of 2:08.31 breaking the 
old school record which she 
had previously broken this 
year and qualified for the “B” 
group, while Hansen finished 
in fourth place overall with 
2:08.47, which sealed her 
name in the “B” category.  
 The womens 400m 
freestyle team also came up 
big by breaking the Montclair 
State record in that event 
that has stood since 1985. 
Vallone, Moe, Donahue and 
Hansen ended up with a time 
of 3:38.44, breaking the old re-
cord by roughly two seconds.
 At the end of the Met-
ropolitan Championships, se-
nior Zak Westerberg received 
the Dick Krempecki Outstand-
ing Senior Award, given by the 
conference (Metropolitan) to 
the senior who made the big-
gest difference both inside and 
outside of the pool.  
 From the women’s 
side, freshman Julie Hansen 
was awarded the NJAC Wom-
ens Swimming Rookie of the 
Week.  Three swimmers from 
Montclair State: Westerberg, 
Hansen and freshman Kather-
ine LaCava all have a chance 
to go to the NCAA Division III 
Swimming and Diving Cham-
pionships in Shenandoah, Tex. 
from March 21 to 24, depend-
ing on the times of other swim-
mers from around the country. 
Five MLB Teams Looking for Key Fixes
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 All the Baltimore Ori-
oles have done this offseason 
was address outfield depth in 
signing former Pittsburgh Pi-
rates outfielder Nate McLouth 
and take a risk in signing for-
mer Atlanta Braves pitcher 
Jair Jurrjens.
 What I believed they 
have failed to address is their 
need for a solid designated 
hitter. In my eyes, swing man 
Wilson Betemit is not the
answer at the position. 
 What I believe the Ori-
oles should do is get the bal-
loons and cake out and sign 
former Oriole Aubrey Huff to a 
major league deal.   
Aubrey Huff has had very 
successful stints in the rigid 
American League East in his 
career, giving him leverage 
over other free agent options. 
Furthermore, his lefty bat in 
the lineup and veteran knowl-
edge of the game can help the 
young and rising Orioles star 
in the long run.
 Fun fact: Aubrey Huff 
posted a .279 average in his 
early years at Baltimore with 
an average of 20 HR and 84 
RBI in that span.
 I don’t think it would 
take much to summarize the 
dismal season the Rockies ex-
perienced. My advice is to look 
at the colors of their uniforms 
and go from there.
 In this offseason, the 
Rockies have addressed their 
pitching woes by signing 
pitcher Jeff Francis, who was 
the team’s ace not too long
ago. But let’s face it: signing 
Jeff Francis is not going to 
completely answer their prob-
lems.
 Even though the Rock-
ies need help in their rotation, 
their bullpen is a key piece 
that garners the most atten-
tion. With that said, I believe 
that signing former San Fran-
cisco Giants closer Brian Wil-
son is a huge answer to their 
very questionable bullpen.
 Brian Wilson has 
spent his career thus far in the 
challenging National League 
West. Though injuries have 
plagued him during his stint 
with the Giants, two rings on 
his fingers prove that success 
is evident. I mean, how does an 
average of 40 saves from 2008 
to 2011 sound? Though Coors 
Field is known to be a pitcher’s 
nightmare, I highly believe 
that Wilson has the tools to 
secure the closing role for the 
Rockies and add a personality 
to the clubhouse that Colorado 
so desperately needs.
 Fun fact: In 263.4 in-
nings stretching from 2008 to 
2011, Wilson boasted an ERA 
of 3.07 with an average of 74 
strikeouts per season.
 I think it’s safe to say 
that the Brew Crew had a dis-
appointing campaign in the 
2012 season. Not only did they 
end up in third place in the 
National League Central, but 
they also witnessed their re-
vered first base prospect Mat 
Gamel tear both his ACLs. 
 Furthermore, they 
were stuck in the wild Ryan 
Braun steroid storm that at-
tracted unwanted media at-
tention.
 Let’s look on the 
bright side: The 2012 season 
is in the rear view mirror, 
and the Brewers are eager to 
display their young talent for 
the baseball world to observe, 
a move that I believe can fur-
ther continue to help the Brew 
Crew rise this season is
to sign former Brewer and 
Houston Astro Carlos Lee.
 Like Aubrey Huff, 
Carlos Lee has a homecom-
ing feel if signed by the Brew 
Crew. While with the Brewers, 
Lee averaged 30 HR and 97 
RBI between two seasons. Not 
only will Lee provide pop for 
the Brewers, but he will also 
act as insurance in case Corey 
Hart gets hurt. I think a toast 
is in order with a signing like 
this.
 Fun fact: During a 
campaign that stretched from 
2007 to 2011, Lee averaged 25 
HR and 100 RBI. He averaged 
149 games played during that 
same stretch.
 
 With a fixed budget in 
tact, the Mets virtually had no 
choice but to minimize their 
free agent signings.   
 Though a tight budget 
is evident, the Mets did a good 
job in getting deals done to 
help fill in holes in their pitch-
ing game. Their most notable 
signing was former Brewers 
pitcher Shaun Marcum.
 Though the Mets filled 
holes in their pitching, a hole 
in the outfield still exists.
 The Mets have a hand-
ful of talent in their outfield 
core, but none can fit the bill 
in the lead-off position. With 
that said, I believe that sign-
ing veteran outfielder Scott 
Podsednik would spell future 
success for the Mets.
 Podsednik, a former 
Kansas City Royal and Chica-
go White Sock, is notorious for 
being a base stealing threat. 
What better way to comple-
ment the top of the Mets line-
up with guys like Podsednik 
and shortstop Ruben Tejada, 
followed by hard hitters like 
third baseman David Wright 
and first baseman Ike Davis? 
I mean, how does averaging 
around 31 stolen bases from 
2005 to 2010 sound? He still 
has the speed for being a 12-
year veteran and is a perfect 
inexpensive signing for the 
Mets to enjoy.
 Fun fact: As a mem-
ber of the Brewers back in 
2004, Podsednik stole 70 bas-
es.
 
 This offseason, the 
Twins did a great job address-
ing their pitching woes. Kevin 
Correia, a former San Diego 
Padre, was signed to add a 
veteran-type of presence to the 
Twins rotation.
 Mike Pelfrey, a former 
Met, was signed to add depth 
to the Twins’ rotation. Fur-
thermore, I believe that the 
Twins can extract more skill 
from Pelfrey, as his Met expe-
rience was labeled dismal at 
best.
 Vance Worley, a former 
Philly, was acquired by Min-
nesota in the early stages of 
the winter. Though Minnesota 
gave up the speedy and talent-
ed Ben Revere, what they got 
in return is a blossoming 
pitcher looking to prove his 
Philadelphia haters wrong.
 Though Minnesota did 
a great job addressing their 
starting pitching woes, they 
failed to address their bull-
pen help thus far during the 
offseason. I believe that sign-
ing the electrifying closer Jose 
Valverde will be a solid step 
forward for the Twins.
 Placing Valverde in a 
maimed Minnesota bullpen 
would be a great upgrade for 
the team. I expect there to be 
a grudge in Valverde’s heart 
against Detroit after the Ti-
gers denied the veteran a new 
contract, giving the Twins 
something to smile about. His 
track record in the Ameri-
can League Central is also 
something to smile about too. 
I mean, how does averaging 
close to 37 saves with an ERA 
of 3.00 sound?
 Fun fact: Valverde 
had only seven wild pitches in 
204.1 innings pitched with the 
Tigers.
Harry Hamparian
Staff Writer
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Red Hawks Ready to Hit the Mats
Corey Aron
Staff Writer
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 It’s time to get your 
Asics shoes and headgear 
ready, because the wrestling 
club is officially back on our 
campus.  
 It’s been exactly a de-
cade since this sport, along 
with its prestigious history, 
has been available for stu-
dents to join.  
 However, it took tire-
less work from fellow students 
Zach Matthijs, Michael Ladine, 
Andrew Guadagnino and their 
current President Nick Vessi-
chelli, in getting this club back 
to campus.  They also had the 
help and support of academic 
admissions counselor Betsy 
Montanez.  
 Each one of these mem-
bers wrestled in the past, but 
it doesn’t exclude anyone join-
ing who hasn’t had any expe-
rience. Vessichelli mentioned, 
“It doesn’t matter if your a 
state champion or you’ve nev-
er hit the mats before. Anyone 
can join, male and female.”  
 As of right now, the 
club is meeting at the Stu-
dent Recreation Center every 
Tuesday and Thursday at 6:45 
p.m. to car pool to Fairfield (15 
minutes from campus) to train 
at the NJAC Wrestling Club 
with Montclair State alumni 
Dave Cordoba.  
 They will sometimes 
practice on Sundays from 6:00 
— 7:30 p.m. So far, they have 
a few tournaments lined up at 
Penn State to wrestle against 
other club teams such as Le-
high.  
 On March 2, the club 
will be going down to Rowan 
to scrimmage against their 
newly founded team.  The goal 
is to get this club up and run-
ning in aspirations to compete 
as a Division III team.  
 On a side note, based 
on recent reports, I found it 
hard to believe that wrestling 
is in serious jeopardy from 
being voted out of the 2020 
 As the season comes 
to a close, the Red Hawks are 
looking to improve their rank-
ing and secure a playoff spot. 
They have three league games 
and a non-league game against 
the United States Military 
Academy. 
 In their last game, on 
Feb. 2, the Montclair State 
Red Hawks fell to number one, 
Marist College, on enemy ice. 
The final score was 5-2.
 The game got off to a 
slow start with both teams 
feeling each other out, but it 
would be Marist who would 
strike first on the power play 
after a Chris Preziosi hooking 
penalty. 
 The Red Hawks did not 
allow that to set them back, as 
Mike Pirovano would tie the 
game up just four minutes af-
ter the Marist goal. Penalties 
hurt the Red Hawks in this 
game. Marist College scored 
two quick goals to answer, the 
second goal coming on another 
power play, making the score 
3-1. 
 28 seconds after the 
power play goal, the Red 
Hawks surrendered yet anoth-
er point. At the end of the first 
period, the Red Hawks found 
themselves in a hole, down 4-1 
going into the second.
 In the second period, 
the Red Hawks fought and 
battled hard, but just could not 
get back into the game. There 
were a lot of penalties taken 
by both sides in the period. 
 Late in the second, 
Mike Pirovano scored his sec-
ond goal of the game to cut the 
lead to 4-2. In the third period, 
Montclair State had chances 
but could not capitalize. 
 This had to do with a 
delay of game penalty called 
on Marist College and a full 
two-minute five on three pow-
er play for the Red Hawks. 
Shortly after, Marist scored on 
a two on one. 
 They held a 5-2 lead 
and held on for the victory with 
stellar goaltending and solid 
defense down the stretch. 
 After the loss, the 
coaching staff seemed frus-
trated with the officiating.
 “I think the beginning 
of the game could have gone 
better, obviously. We finished 
pretty strong and battled 
through some pretty question-
able calls and being very short 
staffed on defense. 
 The goal that made it 
5-2 for them was a back break-
er, but we had a great oppor-
tunity on the full two minute 
five-on-three at the end. Take 
nothing away from Marist. 
They are definitely one of the 
strongest teams we’ve played 
all season.”
 Freshman Trevor 
Tironi got the start in net for 
Montclair State. He stopped 50 
of the 55 shots he faced with a 
.909 save percentage. Forward 
Michael Pirovano scored the 
only two goals of the game for 
the Red Hawks. Christopher 
Preziosi and Cody Inglis both 
combined for 23 penalty min-
utes. 
Rich Efrus
Staff Writer
Olympics.
  Zach Matthijs said “I 
have two nephews who I want 
to help and train in potential-
ly becoming future champions 
and if they take out one of 
the most unique sports it will 
be killing people’s hopes and 
dreams all around the world 
into being an Olympic wres-
tler.” 
 This sport is like none 
other.  Although it’s a team 
sport, it’s solely up to the indi-
vidual who’s out on the mat to 
defeat their opponent in order 
to score points for their team.   
 Having a wrestling 
club back here at Montclair 
State is giving  others a great 
opportunity to have fun while 
getting back into shape. 
 The club encourages 
everyone to reach them at 
msuwrestlingclub@gmail.
com.   
 Earlier this month, 
Campus Recreation’s Club 
Sports began hosting week-
end basketball games at the 
Student Recreation Center in 
collaboration with the Special 
Olympics’ program, Unified 
Sports. 
 The six-week program, 
which will take place at the 
Student Recreation Center, is 
designed to promote a more in-
clusive environment by allow-
ing Montclair State University 
students and athletes from the 
Special Olympics to join and 
play a sport both groups ap-
preciate. 
 Unified Sports was 
designed for recreational fa-
cilities throughout the country 
and allows people, with and 
without disabilities, to play 
basketball with one another, 
free of charge. 
 According to the Spe-
cial Olympics website, “One 
of the first Unified Sports 
Experience events was tied 
to the 2010 FIFA World Cup 
in South Africa. At the Unity 
Cup event,  Special Olympics 
athletes joined top-notch foot-
ballers and world leaders for 
an exhibition match.” 
 From that point on, 
the organization knew that 
exhibitions were a powerful 
tool in allowing people to see 
past the relatively small dif-
ferences between themselves 
and others. 
 Freshman and club 
president Nicole Francis ex-
plained how Unified Sports 
came to the university. “The 
Unified Sports program has 
been featured at other colleges 
as a program offered to stu-
dents, and Matt Schinelli has 
done a great job as the club 
advisor in bringing Unified 
Sports to Montclair State.” 
 Meg Weiss, freshman 
and club vice president, said, 
“We [Weiss and Francis] went 
to the initial meeting on cam-
pus, and were surprised when 
we were elected to our posi-
tions, because of how new we 
are to the university.” 
 Francis explained 
what both their roles were in 
the building process. “As the 
president, I helped recruit 
players from various clubs, 
sports and organizations 
around the campus.”
 “With the help of the 
vice president, we handed 
out fliers in classes and at 
residence halls to promote the 
club.” 
 Weiss had this to say 
in regard to Francis: “Nicole is 
really organized and proactive. 
In comparison, I really feel like 
I need to keep up sometimes!”
 As the season pro-
gresses to its third weekend, 
the new club’s experience with 
both Unified Sports and with 
Campus Recreation has been a 
positive one. 
 When asked how 
the program has been run-
ning over the past two weeks, 
Francis commented, “Campus 
Recreation has been great! It 
felt great to see so many peo-
ple inspired by what we are 
trying to do. Afterward, many 
Montclair students have been 
coming down to ask how they 
can become a part of the pro-
gram.” 
 Weiss also commented, 
“The program has been amaz-
ing for the past two weeks. 
Everyone seems to be making 
bonds with their teammates. I 
have made my own bonds.”
 Most agree that for 
Montclair State students par-
ticipating with the Special 
Olympics athletes, the positive 
effect the program has made 
is truly remarkable. The act 
of playing sports together is a 
simple way to bond, especially 
when faced with challenges as 
a group. 
 To facilitate the week-
end games, Parking Services 
has allowed free parking to 
those that are participating 
in the program at Lot 20A, lo-
cated closest to the Recreation 
Center. Snack stands exist 
at every game, and proceeds 
generated by them will be do-
nated to the Special Olympics. 
 Everyone involved 
with the club has hopes that 
the program will continue to 
grow into something much 
larger come next fall, when 
Unified Sports at Montclair 
State will be featuring soccer 
and possibly other sports. 
Levon Syers
Staff Writer
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Dunk Contest Continues Downward Spiral
Corey Aron
Staff Writer
 Is it just me, or does 
the Slam Dunk Competition 
just gets worse and worse ev-
ery year?  I’m telling you, the 
only people in attendance at 
the Toyota Center in Houston 
who wore the jerseys of Eric 
Bledsoe, Terrence Ross, Ken-
neth Faried, James White, Jer-
emy Evans and Gerald Green 
were most likely only those six 
that were mentioned.  
 I don’t want to go as 
far as saying I’ve stopped 
drinking Sprite, since that’s 
been the brand that sponsors 
the competition, but I just find 
it to be an atrocity that a very 
popular event has turned into 
something even less-than-
exciting than the McDonald’s 
All-American High School 
Slam Dunk Competition.  
 However, I still gave 
the benefit of the doubt to 
these guys in tuning in to see 
if maybe they would prove my 
naysaying to be wrong. Let’s 
just say, a total of 36 out the 
51 dunk attempts were all 
missed.  
 Sure, I liked some of 
the creativity when it came to 
Gerald Green cutting off the 
net or James “Flight” White 
bringing out the flight atten-
dant ladies during their dunks, 
but the fact is that they both 
botched their attempts when 
it came to making a name 
for themselves under the big 
lights.  
 The most unique dunk 
of the night came when last 
year’s slam dunk champion 
Jeremy Evans, who, mind you, 
averages 1.4 points per game 
so far this season, dunked over 
a painting of himself dunking 
over a painting within the 
painting.  
 That sounds like that 
could be a tongue twister/
brain fart all-in-one, but the 
sad part is that I find it more 
incredible that Evans painted 
this painting than the actual 
dunk itself.  
 Terrence Ross, a 
rookie from the Toronto Rap-
tors, actually came out as this 
year’s champion while wear-
ing a throwback Vince Carter 
jersey from his days in Toron-
to.  Granted he didn’t “wow” 
us like Carter had done back 
in the ‘01 competition, but he 
did put on an admirable effort 
nonetheless.  
 If you did tune in, then 
you would also realize that I’m 
not being too harsh, consid-
ering Shaquille O’Neal and 
Charles Barkley, who called 
the contest on TNT, were also 
displeased on how this compe-
tition has disintegrated into 
something that’s not even 
worth watching anymore.  
 I understand the big 
name players like Lebron 
James, Kevin Durant and 
Kobe Bryant, who were all in 
their lavish clothes that eve-
ning, don’t want to risk an 
injury, but even if it was  just 
one of them, they should have 
gone out and competed, and it 
would have made a difference. 
 I will say that Lebron’s 
in-game dunks and alley-oops 
are thrown down with some 
serious authority, but him nor 
Durant has ever entered into 
the competition.  
 I thought that the 
highlight of the All-Star week-
end was New Jersey native 
Kyrie Irving’s performance in 
the 3-point competition.  
 He actually went to 
high school his first two years 
at Montclair’s Kimberley Acad-
emy.  The 20-year-old was on 
fire in the final round, making 
an astounding 23 out of the 30 
maximum points. 
 Also, point guard Da-
mian Lilliard, who’s most 
likely to win the Rookie of the 
Year, had a great showing in 
the Skills Challenge.  
 Now that the All-Star 
break is over, it will be inter-
esting to see if there is going 
to be any blockbuster trades to 
come by this Thursday’s trade 
deadline.  
 The big buzz is coming 
from the Atlanta Hawks’ pro-
liferate All-Star Josh Smith, 
who’s name has been hyped 
though most teams, including 
the Brooklyn Nets.  
 It’s been also rumored 
that the New York Knicks’ 
Iman Shumpert, who recently 
just came back from a torn 
ACL, has been speculated in 
being traded for the Orlando 
Magic’s J.J. Reddick.  Despite 
speculations, head coach Mike 
Woodson has acknowledged 
that he does not want to see 
Shumpert go and that it’s only 
normal during this time of the 
year for players to be rumored 
in trades.  
 Besides, Shumpert is 
probably the Knicks best de-
fender on the perimeter, and 
the Knicks wouldn’t benefit 
from a guy like Reddick, con-
sidering they shoot enough 
three-pointers as it is.  
 A few other names 
that are on the trading block 
include shooting guard Eric 
Gordon, the Utah Jazz’s Paul 
Milsap, as well as the afore-
mentioned Eric Bledsoe, who’s 
name has been thrown out 
there for a guy like Kevin Gar-
nett to come to the Los Ange-
les Clippers.  
 Lastly, my hopes are 
that the NBA and its star play-
ers will not drop the ball again 
when it comes to the Slam 
Dunk Competition. 
Photo Courtesy of tuscanaeturismo.it
Dwight Howard’s famous “Superman” dunk has left its mark in NBA history. Over the last few 
years, the dunks have been less memorable and relatively boring.
 While the womens 
team is getting all the atten-
tion after an undefeated regu-
lar season, the Montclair State 
men’s basketball team had a 
bittersweet ending to what 
was a tumultuous season. In 
their final week of the season, 
the Red Hawks split their final 
two games against conference 
opponents, falling to the Kean 
Cougars by a final score of 77-
70 on the road and capping off 
the season with a 99-83 win 
over the Lions of TCNJ.
 The Red Hawks trav-
eled to Kean University to 
take on the Cougars in their 
final road clash of the season, 
playing for pride since they 
were already mathematically 
eliminated from conference 
tournament contention. 
 They quickly fell be-
hind in the first half, as Kean 
flew out the gate with a 9-0 run. 
Junior forward Ordel Goldson 
had eight first half points, as 
the Red Hawks went into the 
locker rooms trailing 42-25.
 The Red Hawks came 
out strong in the second half, 
scoring 14 out of 16 points to 
start the half. Senior guard 
Brandon Sessoms, senior 
guard Ken Rubenstein and 
sophomore guard James 
D’Angelo all hit three-pointers 
as the Red Hawks pulled back 
within five points with 14 min-
utes left to play. However, the 
Cougars would counter with a 
9-0 run to bring the lead back 
to a comfortable margin. 
 The Red Hawks re-
mained relentless through the 
rest of the game and managed 
to pull within eight points, 
however, the Cougars would 
hold on for a 77-70 victory to 
hand the Red Hawks their 
fourth consecutive loss.
 Seniors Rubenstein 
and Sessoms were honored for 
Senior Night as the Red Hawks 
looked to end their season on a 
high note at home against the 
TCNJ Lions. 
 The Red Hawks were 
on fire in the first half, shoot-
ing a season-high 58 percent 
from the floor in the first half. 
They led by as much as 17 
points with five minutes to go 
before the Lions cut the lead to 
12 before halftime.
 The Red Hawks contin-
ued their offensive dominance 
into the second half and led 
by as much as 25. The Lions 
never got back within single 
digits, as the Red Hawks held 
on for a 99-83 win to end the 
season. 
 Goldson scored a ca-
reer-high 30 points and pulled 
down 16 rebounds in the blow-
out victory. Rubenstein and 
Sessoms finished their careers 
in fantastic fashion. Ruben-
stein had 14 points while Ses-
soms equaled his career high 
with 21 points in the season-
ending victory.
 Thanks to his efforts 
in last week’s slate of games, 
Goldson was named NJAC 
Player of the Week for the 
third time this season. He av-
eraged 23 points, 15 rebounds 
and shot 66 percent from the 
field as the Red Hawks fin-
ished the season 1-1. 
 Goldson was also 
named to the second All-
NJAC team after averaging 
14.3 points and 9.6 rebounds 
per game this season to rank 
sixth and third in the confer-
ence respectively. Goldson also 
recorded 11 double-doubles on 
the season, including two to 
close out the season. 
 It was a disappoint-
ing year for the Red Hawks, 
as they finished with a re-
cord of 8-17 overall and 4-14 
in conference games to finish 
second-to-last in the NJAC in 
front of TCNJ.
Mens Basketball Ends 
Season on High Note
Nick Patriarca
aSSiStant SportS editor
Red Hawks Remain Unbeaten
Nick Verhagen
SportS editor
MSU to Face Pioneers for NJAC Crown
Junior guard Taylor Jeffers taking a shot in the NJAC Semifinal 
game against RU-Newark.
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 As the season marches 
on, so do the Montclair State 
Red Hawks.
 Currently 26-0, the 
Red Hawks have advanced 
to the NJAC Championship 
against the William Paterson 
Pioneers.
 Surprisingly enough, 
this year’s womens basketball 
team has yet to falter under 
the pressure of an undefeated 
season, as many teams, both 
professional and collegiate, 
have done in the past.
 One can’t even begin to 
put into words just how spec-
tacular this team has been. 
With games such as their 106-
36 victory over Rowan and a 
77-34 win against Widener 
University, some may even 
begin to utter the word “per-
fect.” 
 As often as we make 
bird puns such as “Red Hawks 
Fly High” and “MSU Soars 
Past Competition” I am truly 
at a loss for words in regards 
to this year’s team.
 Over the last two 
games, the Red Hawks have 
played beautifully and have 
put on a show for anyone in 
the stands. In last week’s 76-
47 win over TCNJ, the Red 
Hawks proved that the Lions 
are no longer the kings or, in 
this case, queens of the jun-
gle.
 MSU nabbed an easy 
victory in what turned out to 
be a showcase of fundamental, 
fast-paced and smart basket-
ball. The Red Hawks had the 
Lions on their heels all game 
with their flurry of passes. 
TCNJ couldn’t keep up and 
that resulted in several wide-
open three-pointers for MSU, 
two of which were from fresh-
man guard Jen Kuczynski.
 In front of a nearly 
packed gym, the Red Hawks 
proved that they are playing 
with intent and passion, rare-
ly seen. Sitting there, I felt as 
though I was watching a Final 
Four game between Duke and 
North Carolina and not a Div. 
III regular-season finale.
 What makes the Red 
Hawks stand out from any 
other NJAC team is that they 
all play selfless, unified bas-
ketball. They have their fair 
share of star and supporting 
players, but the stars don’t 
play like divas and the sup-
porting players don’t try to 
outshine the star players.
 In the win against the 
Lions, the Red Hawks had five 
different players with over 10 
points. What’s even worse is 
that almost all of them can 
land the deep ball when need-
ed. It also helped that Shalette 
Brown, Melissa Tobie and Nic-
osia Henry combined for 29 re-
bounds. Tobie and Henry also 
recorded five steals each and 
all but one Red Hawk recorded 
at least one assist.
 After last week’s of-
fensive onslaught, the Red 
Hawks continued their run 
Wednesday night against RU-
Newark. Quickly jumping in 
front with a 17-3 run, the Red 
Hawks took a solid lead over 
the Scarlet Raiders and didn’t 
let up until the final buzzer 
sound.
 Once again, it was 
a multi-player performance 
with Tobie, Henry, Taylor Jef-
fers and Janitza Aquino all 
contributing at least 10 points. 
With the win, the Red Hawks 
advance to the NJAC Champi-
onship to where the Pioneers 
of William Paterson will come 
to the Panzer Athletic Center 
for the NJAC title on Feb. 23 
at 2 p.m.
Game of the Week
Mens Track & Field
NJAC Indoor Championship
February 22, 11 a.m.
The Montclair State Mens track 
and field team will compete in the 
NJAC Indoor Championship at the 
Armory Track in New York, N.Y. 
For updates, check out:
www.montclairathletics.com 
and follow
@TheMontclarion on Twitter
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Last Week
2/13 MSU 76, TCNJ 47
This Week.
No Game Scheduled
Womens Basketball
                       NJAC   Overall
MSU                 16 - 0          25 - 0
W. Paterson      12 - 4          19 - 6
TCNJ                11 - 5          18 - 8
RU-Newark      10 - 6          18 - 8 
Ramapo            10 - 6          17 - 9 
                          
Stockton             7 - 7         12 - 13
RU-Camden      3 - 13        10 - 15
NJCU                2 - 14          6 - 19 
     
Rowan              1 - 15 5 - 20 
Swimming & Diving
                         NJAC        Overall
MENS
TCNJ                 4 - 0             8 - 1
 
Rowan               3 - 1             8 - 4
Ramapo             2 - 2             5 - 2 
MSU                  1 - 3             5 - 8
  
W, Paterson       0 - 4             7 - 7
    
WOMENS                      
   
TCNJ                 4 - 0             6 - 1 
Rowan               3 - 1             7 - 5
MSU              2 - 2    6 - 5
Ramapo             1 - 3             2 - 4
   
W. Paterson        0 - 4            8 - 7
Who’s Hot
Shalette Brown
Guard - Basketball
Brown played an integral part during 
the Red Hawks’ 76-47 win over TCNJ. 
Brown recorded 14 points, 10 rebounds 
and two steals in her 29 minutes on the 
court.
Julie Hansen
Swimming and Diving
In last week’s Metropolitan Championship, 
Hansen set a new school record during the 
100m butterfly with a time of  58.80 seconds. 
Hansen was also part of  the three relay teams 
that broke old MSU records. 
This Week
Game of the Week
Womens Track & Field
NJAC Indoor Championship
February 22, 11 p.m.
The Montclair State Womens track 
and field team will compete in the 
NJAC Indoor Championship at the 
Armory Track in New York, N.Y. 
For updates, check out:
www.montclairathletics.com 
and follow
@TheMontclarion on Twitter
Who’s Hot
Brandon Sessoms
Guard - Basketball
After four tough losses, Sessoms helped 
the Red Hawks finish on a high note by 
recording 21 points, three assists and 
three steals in the 99-83 MSU victory.
Ordel Goldson
Forward - Basketball
Goldson had his best game of  the season last 
week during a 99-83 win over TCNJ. Goldon 
posted 16 rebounds and scored an outstanding 
30 points with three assists and two steals. 
This Week
Mens Basketball
                       NJAC   Overall
Ramapo            15 - 3          22 - 4
RU-Newark      13 - 5          20 - 6
Stockton            13 - 5          19 - 7
W. Paterson       11 - 7        17 - 10 
Rowan               10 - 8         17 - 9 
                          
NJCU                  9 - 9        14 - 12
RU-Camden      6 - 12         9 - 16
Kean                  6 - 12         7 - 18 
     
MSU                  4 - 14  8 - 17
TCNJ                 3 - 15  5 - 20 
Last Week
2/13 MSU 99, TCNJ 83
This Week.
No Game Scheduled
MontclarionSports@gmail.com
Melissa Tobie: Flash-in-the-Pan or Shining Star?
Five MLB Teams Looking 
for Key Fixes
P. 23
Dunk Contest Continues 
Downward Spiral
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statistics
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 The world of sports 
has seen its underdogs, busts 
and legends. But the one thing 
worse than being a bust is be-
ing a flash-in-the-pan, the one-
hit-wonder of athletes. 
 Luckily, for Montclair 
State University, Melissa To-
bie is anything but and looks 
to be the backbone of a strong 
and young Red Hawks team.
 Tobie is a sophomore 
forward out of Elizabeth and 
one of the key players in the 
MSU gameplan. The Red 
Hawks are currently 26-0 
and on their way to the NJAC 
Championship thanks to To-
bie’s impressive season. After 
26 games, she is averaging 15 
points, six rebounds and three 
assists per game. 
 I recently interviewed 
Tobie and asked her about 
her college career and the Red 
Hawks.
Q: What made you start 
playing basketball and 
when?
A: I started playing basketball 
in third grade with my co-ed 
school team.  I mostly did it 
because most of my friends 
were playing and I thought 
that it would be fun.  I didn’t 
start playing all-year-round 
until high school.  
Q: Was MSU your first 
choice? If not, where did 
you want to go/apply?
A: I would say that MSU was 
my first choice.
Q: How does it feel to be 
named one of the team’s 
captains despite only being 
a sophomore?
A: It was a great honor to be 
named a captain for this team. 
I was excited to take on the 
role and also nervous. My fel-
low captains, Taylor Jeffers 
and Jenny Malone, helped me 
adjust to the position along 
with the coaching staff. This 
team is very easy to get along 
with and we all respect each 
other, so leading them is not 
difficult.
Q: What was it like being 
named NJAC Rookie of the 
Year and D3Hoops.com At-
lantic Region Rookie of the 
Year?
A: I was not expecting those 
awards, but it was an honor. I 
could not have gotten to that 
point without my teammates 
and my coaches.
Q:  Where do you see your-
self in five years?
A: I will most likely be teach-
ing in a high school and hope-
fully coaching basketball.
Q: What is your greatest 
memory so far from playing 
at MSU?
A: I think my greatest mem-
ory from my MSU experience 
so far would be just playing 
with the team this year, every 
day.  Everyone is so great and 
we really get along. We always 
work hard but we know how to 
have fun at the same time.  
Q: What would you say is 
the one aspect of your game 
that needs the most im-
provement?
A: Over the summer, I am go-
ing to work on my mid-range 
game with a pull-up jumper.
Q: Who/what inspires you 
both on and off the court?
A: My family is a constant 
inspiration on and off of the 
court. They always support me 
with everything that I do.  
Q: If offered, would you ac-
cept an invitation to play 
for the WNBA?
A: I would have to see what 
else was going on in my life, 
but I don’t think that will hap-
pen.
Q:  Did you expect to be lead-
ing the NJAC in field goal 
percentage and ranked 
third in scoring?
A: I don’t really pay much at-
tention to my stats. I just try 
and do whatever is going to 
help my team win. My team-
mates are able to pass me the 
ball in a position where scor-
ing is not difficult. I think we 
really do a nice job of sharing 
the ball and working together. 
Q: If you could describe 
your playing style in three 
words, what would they be?
A: I think I would say aggres-
sive, unselfish and passion-
ate.
Q:  What goals do you have 
set for your next two years 
at MSU?
A: We have certain goals that 
we set as a team each year, 
such as a cumulative GPA of 
a 3.0 and winning our Con-
ference Championship. I just 
want to continue playing well 
for my teammates and doing 
what I can do to make us more 
successful.
Q: Did you play any other 
sports in high school?
A: Other than basketball, I also 
played soccer in high school.
 As you can see, To-
bie couldn’t fit more perfectly 
at Montclair State. The Red 
Hawks are lucky to have a 
player as talented and selfless 
as Tobie at the helm.
 With her leading this 
roster of young athletes, the 
Red Hawks can be an NJAC 
powerhouse over the next few 
years.
 If you haven’t gotten 
a chance to see Tobie and her 
fellow Red Hawks in action, 
I could not recommend it any 
more highly. This Red Hawk 
soars high above the rest of 
the competition and makes it 
look like she’s not even trying.
2011-12 NJAC Rookie of the Year Continues to Excel Under Spotlight
Nick Verhagen
SportS editor
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One of Tobie’s best games this season came against RU-Camden 
when she recorded 24 points and eight rebounds.
Photo Courtesy of Sports Information
Tobie and the Red Hawks will face off against the William Paterson Pioneers on Feb. 22 at 2 p.m. at the Panzer Athletic Center. 
